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EDITORIAL
Newport, Rhode Island, USA - The Editorial Staff

With the approach of the fall and winter computing seasons and most of us back from our
holiday/vacations we leave behind us what proved to be a very active QL summer. If
only a third of the rumored NEW software and hardware actually sees the light of day,
the” months ahead could be one of the most prolific periods in QL history.

By now, most of you have noticed the three holes punched in the margins of our last two
issues, and some may even know the reason. It’s time to let the secret out of the bag.
We’ve NEVER liked binding IQLR with staples, we looked at all types of alternatives
but none seemed to answer the question; "How do 1 store my issues so that they are
readily available for reference 7?7". We believe we've solved the problem. With the
participation of MIRACLE SYSTEMS LTD, IQLR will be shipping what we think are
very handsome three ring binders to ALL our subscribers. It’s going to take a bit of time,
due to the amount of work required, please be patient, we'll try to get them to you as
quickly as possible.

At this point we’d like to address a subject you see very little press about, that of
Clubs/User Groups. One of the strengths of the QL has been its Clubs and User Groups
and the tremendous support and service they have, and are offering their members.
From software libraries, to help with repairs, to helping you solve that problem you
thought you were the only one to encounter, to publishing newsletters, and providing
good wholesome fellowship with people who share your interests.

One group, QUANTA by name, and the largest international group, has re-published Jan
Jone’s book on SuperBasic, gave new life to GST’s Macro Assembler, manufactured the
QIMI and MIDI interfaces after they had disappeared from the market place, and these
being but a few of their accomplishments.

There may not be a group in your area, or maybe you can’t get to meetings, or in some
cases there isn’t a club or group in the country you live in, or English is not your first
language. You can still join a club/group and get the support/help you need, the
following Clubs/User Groups publish newsletters or magazines in their native language.
Why not join one !!

QL AUSTRALIA CLUB SINCLAIR BruQsl QL CONTACT FRANCE
contact: Vadim Kuchin contact: Jaques Tasset contact: Jean-Louis Dianoux
P.O. Box 729 Aarlenstratt 104 22 Avenue Lenine
Parramatta, NSW 2124 1040 Brussels 93230 Romainville
AUSTRALIA BELGIUM FRANCE
SINCLAIR QL USER CLUB eV. QL ATHENS CLUB
contact: Franz Herrmann contact: Stathis Grigoriadis
Talstrasse 21 Tarsu 6-8
53546 Ockenfels 10440 Athens
GERMANY GREECE
Sin QL Air QITALY CLUB NASA
contact: Bob Visser contact: Roberto Orlandi contact: Pal Monstad
Snelrewaard 6 Via Brescia 26 Nerheim
2904 SN Capelle 25039 Travgliato (BRESCIA) N-5580 Olen
a/d Ijssel, HOLLAND ITALY NORWAY



EDITORIAL- (CONT’D)

SCOTTISH QL USER GROUP QLIPPER
contact: Alan Pemberton contact: Marcos Cruz
65 Lingerwood Road Acacias 44 (Monteclaro)
Newtongrange, Midlothian ES-28223 Pozuelo de Alarcon
SCOTLAND EH224QQ SPAIN
SVENSKA QL GRUPPEN QL CLUB QUANTA
contact: Johan Boman contact: Prof. Bulent Artuz contact: Bill Newell
Lilla Cedergatan 5 Sitesi B/1 D/5, Etiler 213 Manor Rd.
$-421 74 Vastra Frolunda 80600 Istanbul Benfleet, Essex
SWEDEN TURKEY U. K. S§74)D

The QITALY CLUB and QLIPPER both publish slick disk based magazines, while the
SINCLAIR QL USERCLUB eV. of Germany sponsors the IFE LIBRARY
(International Freeware Exchange, sort of a Club/User Group for Clubs and User
Groups).

Unlike most European countries, North Americans do not have a 'NATIONAL
USER GROUP’ (it must be due to our independent spirit). The following Sinclair groups
support the QL with NESQLUG being a pure QL group.

TORONTO T/S USER GROUP NESQLUG

contact: Hugh Howie contact: Will Horton
586 Oneida Drive 234 Mauran Avenue
Burlington, Ontario East Providence, RI 02914
CANADA L7T3V3 USA
LIST CATS ISTUG
contact: Bob Gilder contact: Manny Quintero contact: Frank Davis
69 Jefferson Place 4375 Greenberry Lane 513 East Main Street
Massapequa, NY 11758 Annandale, VA 22003 Peru, IN 46970
USA USA USA

Any time a list of this nature is compiled, some club or group is inadvertently left off, if
your group is missing, please forward the information to IQLR and we’ll see that it gets
Into our next issue.

Joina CLUB or USER GROUP - SUPPORT THOSE WHO SUPPORT YOU.

FOR SALE!! FOR SALE !!
1 Magnavox RGB80 monitor with swivel base, QL cable included (excellent condition).
1 JFCT HARDDISK INTERFACE with MFM controller and 42 Meg Harddrive (new).

1 Custom boxed QL (QOak cabinet) with Adam power supply (powers the QL, two 3.5"
disk drives and a small whisper fan). Does not include the disk drives.

Contact Bob at IQLR for details on any of the above: (401-849-3805)
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The Town Crier

ANnounces

4 SEPTEMBER 1993 (SATURDAY)
QL NORTHWEST SHOW -The Georgian House Hotel

Manchester Road, Blackrod
Bolton, UK

19 SEPTEMBER 1993 (SUNDAY)

QUANTA WORKSHOP - The Village Hall, Gore Road, Rayne
Braintree, Essex, UK

26 SEPTEMBER 1993 (SUNDAY)
ITALIAN MEETING - Reggio Emilia, ITALY

17 OCTOBER 1993 (SUNDAY)

QUANTA WORKSHOP - Walton Park Hotetl
Wellington Terrace, Clevedon
Bristol, UK
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Psion Chess - Version 2.02Q

Troy, Michigan, USA - Don Walterman

I have just rediscovered an old
friend of mine, Psion Chess, thanks
to Gunther Strube. Gunther has
kindly made a new version of
Psion Chess available to owners of
the program. 1 just received my
copy and am very pleased with
it Improvements include: no
copy protection, no need for
microdrives (this is great for those
of us using expanded QLs in mini-
tower cases) and the capability to
save /load games from any device.
Psion Chess is supplied as one exe
file. No need for boot files, respr’d
code or resets to quit The program now properly stops and returns control to
SuperBasic.

This version of Psion Chess will run on a system using the pointer environment. | had to
open a guardian window for it on my Gold Card system but that was the only care
needed to run it I got hooked on the program all over again. Psion Chess can beat me
easily but I keep trying and hope to get better.

I tested Psion Chess on a Gold Card TORRANDT TR

with Minerva 1.97. The price is right srorr e retuee o went —
for this upgrade. Since Psion has not L e
released its rights to this program, PLAYER  PROGRAN =
you need to send your original Psion s B

microdrive cartridge along with a e

formatted disk and IRCs for return s

postage to :

Gunther Strube

l- Kongeve-l 37" 2nd ::\I'::“:iflnltt RNRLYSIE QM FRINTER OFF
DK-]ﬁlO Kegbenhavn V -B@,0 CE-F& Gl1-F3 BE-~{e U1-F4 CS-FS E7-E3F W -He F1-0%
Denmark

I would be happy to provide copies to U.S./Canadian owners of Psion Chess. | can be
contacted through IQLR.

QUANTA LIBRARY UPDATE
Newport, Rhode Island, USA - Bob Dyl

We have recently received the latest additions to the Quanta Library. The first four disks
are in a compressed form. It’s all very easy, just run the boot program on each disk and
follow the menu. The 4 disks translate into 10 NEW Quanta disks plus upgrades or
additions to three others.



LIBRARY UPDATE - (CONT’D)

DISK #1
DISKTIDY UG 7
PCX DEMO 8
QLABEL UG 7
MC TOOLKIT UT 2
FTC DEMO DEMO 9
SHARP PLOTTER PF 3
NORBACK UG 8
DISK #2
ADVENTURE 93 GS_5
BEANO GS 6
QPAGE UG 8
MOLGRAPH GRAF 3
DISK #3
QUICKMAND 3 DEMO 7
SPECULATOR SP 10
DBAS | SP 7
DISK #4
DBAS 2 SP 8

By the time you read this, we should have a second group of disks, which includes an
updated LIBGUIDE.

Roy Brereton who has served with great distinction as Head Librarian for a number of
years, has recently resigned due to an ever growing work load in his day to day job. Roy
will however remain on the Quanta committee, and as we understand it , take over
responsibility for the items Quanta offers its members (T-Shirts, Binders, software , etc).

W. Geraint Jones a frequent contributor to IQLR and a good friend, will assume the
duties as Head Librarian. With Geraint at the helm, Quanta members can be assured of
a continuance of the high standards set by Roy. (Ediror’s Note: Please remember that
the QUANTA LIBRARY is available to QUANTA members only. Why not join !)

CORRECTIONS

In our last issue we mis-printed two telephone numbers. The first to be corrected, is
SOFTWARE 87’s NEW enquire line: 071 485 9008. The second is our OWN voice/fax
number: 401 849 3805. Sorry about that
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QL SOFTWARE

ASELECTION FROM OUR RANGE OF NEARLY 100 PRODUCTS POR THE QL
NOT ENOUGH ROOM TO GIVE MUCH INFORMATION HERE HERE, 3O PLEASE
ASKE FOR OUR CATALOGUE (PHONE OR WRITE FOR A COPY).

EASYPTR II] part £40.50 QPAC1 £19.95

Simplified poinser enwronmens progromming. Farr |

ldeal companion 10 QPAC2, consists of small

consints of sprae edaor, menu editor and yuperb
EQeRsions 10 Wi€ mMERKI [N YOuT own programs.
Applcotions crecred wiing Eaxymr IIT can be
ied woh  QLib . Requires expanded
memory, availoble on disk only.

EASYPTR Il pant 2 £20.00
Consisrs of appeadi ager and enh, d roolk
Jor conrrol of menus erc in your programs.
EASYPTR Il part 3 £2000

Consixrs of Easysource and C Ebrary routines, eic.

QLIBERATOR £50.00

Supert superbazic compiler, compiles virtually all of
bazic plus mox toolkit commands, e&c Produce
faster mubiaasking code from your basic programs.
Compile residems exrensions, wse overlays, erc wirth
the larexr V31.36 Can be mouse comrolled. Expanded
memory required.

BUDGET QLIBERATOR £25.00
Excellent value. compiles wrinally all of superbasic
but wirhout some of rthe addinional focilnier of th
Jfull verzion. Not mousr conmroled Works on
umexpanded QL. 100,

DITOOLKIT £10.00
Compact roolka of BASIC exxensiony, ideal for use
with Qlibermor. Really wseful programming
commands, can be digributed with your compiled
programs if you wih A:! rthir pnce, 0 bargamn!
Subable for wnexpanded QL.

LINEDESIGN £100.00

Vecror drawing package, wies outkae fomis and
clipart, mowe and resize tex and graphics withous
loss of qualiry. Ideal for making porers, ac.
Supplied with huge range of fonss and clipart on
TEN disks! The more memory your system hay, the
berter! Awciloble on disk oaly, can be mouse
conrrolled (including S ERmouse).

DATA DESIGN 3 160.00
Swperb, fast pointer driven databaze with free form
Jfield srucrures, witk the oprion of ditk baved for
darge filey If required. or smalier fikes can be kept in
memory for speed. You do nov have 1o be able io
program this version, bur if you add the API
pockage, bt can be programmed from basic, C, or
@3embler, Expanded memory required, disk only.
API for Data Dersiga £20.00

QPAC2 £39.95

Tomy Tebby's superh poimter emvironmens package.
In addition to the pointer emvironmens fikes
themselhves, this inchudes rwiorial, emensive manual,
files menu, channel and jobs menus, eayy switching
berween  jobs, horkeys, ec Mouse or keyboard
comrrolled,. @ good imrrodwcrion  fo i
envromment. 256k ram minimum, disk only

y programs mich a1 colouleror, colendar,
chocks, alarm clocks, rypewriter, ac. Al can be
mouse comtrolled.  Poimter emwironmens  files
included. Can be wsed with or withowr QFAC2.
E ded memory required, disk only.

QTYPF2 £29.95
Tony Tebiry's speling checker program. Check
spelling @ you fype OR check ecuiming fie
restrospectively. User interfoce allows you to wnize
programs which use the dictionary focilities. English,
French and German dictionaries included!

DISA £29.00
Interoctive  pointer  dniwem  machine  code
disassembler, 256k ram min. Disk only.

MEGATOOLKIT £25.00
EPROM VERSION £40.00

Large roolkit with owr 200 BASIC arensions,
upable for wse with QLiberotor or Turbo. Mary
examples supplied. extensiwe manuol Suirable for
wnexpanded QL.

DISCOVER £20.00

The painiess way to mowe files from QL to PC and
wor wersa A3 simple a1 copying filks berween rwo
ditks. 256k ram min., dizk only.

MULTI DISCOVER £30.00

in odd o Di kties, abe o
CPM, Unix CPIQ, BEC m'=ro uad mow Specrum
and SAM Coupe file transfer capobiliry. 256k min.
ram, disk only.

TEXTIDY £15.00
Augsizts Discover wirth comversion of rex files by
nmipping out control codes, efc. 256k ram min.

CONVERT-PCX £10.00

Used wak Discover, allows transfer of bl mapped
PC dipart graphics in PCX forma {a common PC
Sile formar) to QL screens or Page Designer pages.
256k ram, disk only,

QL-PC FILESERVER £24.50

Link a PC and o QL wa a serial port cable and use
fhir sofrware 1o enable the rwo 10 communicate - The
QL can save itz files on a PC's disk symems and
print 1o the PC's serial port using mormal basic
commuands ke COPY, Works on wnexpanded L.

BANTER £25.00

Simple 10 use banner maker which uses outhine fonrs
Jor pood qualkty large tex. Prins sideways acrozs up
to 4 sheers of paper. Simple 1o use, menu dnven, oa
soreen preview before printing, ac. Sults mosr Epson
compaiible prinfers.

IMAGE PROCESSOR 2 £15.00

Easy w0 wse grophic system. feanunng wwal
grophics  faodlnes, pixel oom edinag. image
emhancemens, mode conversion ac. 512k, disk oaly.

SCREEN COMPRESSION £10.00
Reduce the amouns of storage required by graphic
on disk or microdriwe - supporss several QL formaots.
256k, disk only.

SCREEN DAZZLER £15.00

Unkke the usnal screen savers, whick simply rurm off
the display when the keyboard is mot used for a
while, thiy ome com ociwme wanows graphical
diusplay 10 provide on or ive means of prevensing
screen burn-in, more Kke the screen tawers on other
compers, If you haw a compiler, you can ewen
wrile yosur own savers by following the innructions
in the monual Poirter eavironment comparibie.

SCANNED CLIPART 1 £10.00

NEW| A disk full of comp d d p
{decompression program supphied of course) which
con be used in most QL programs (DTP, graphics,
ac). Assorted collection, comlaining maxy picrures
you may nox find im other collecrions. Larpe number
of puures, @ bargain ax rhis price. 128k, disk only.

PRINTERMASTER 2000

Selecr printer control codes quickly and simply from
a menk o st fonrs, page kengrhs, ac before prinsing
from programs Kke Quill, erc. 128k, disk /mdv

SERMOUSE £40.00

Abin Hexxler's serial mouse driver sysem for the
QL (s mow available from DJC compiete with a QL
style marching black mouse with § pin serial
cornecror and UK sryle serial pon adgpror lead.
Verzsion 3 dnver sofiware. Can now work with The
Paunser too. NB POSTAGE CHARGES BELOW

SIDEWRITER £15.00

Priny wide spreadsheers or plain texr file: sideways
u3ing a choice of characrer sizet (down to wery small
characrery) on a ¥ pin or 24 pin dot magrix prinser.
Program can be pointer dnven (expaxded memory
required) or wred withour poinrer on unexpanded
QL. We've had many requests for such o program,
here ot iy ot dmyr | Awailable on disk or microdrive.

SQUIDQY ROUND THE WORLDL12 50
An arcade game, ideal for the young a heary! 128k

SUPPLIES
FLOPPY DISKS £0.40
DSHD DISKS £0.70
MICRODRIVES £250
DISK LABELS £2.00
Om printer roll £2.50
ADDRESS LABELS £2.00
MDYV LABELS £200
MOUSE MATS £2.50
Disk box dividers £3.00

in stock once more(

TERMS: Discounts - buy 2 programs, claim 5% off eack, buy 3 or more, claim 10% off eock program. Offer applies ro sofrware only. POSTAGE - Sofrware 3 sens

poxt free 1o UK addresses. Overzeas please add £1.00 per prog

Jor pastage (m

i £3.00). Floppy disks and serial mouse - add pomage of £2.50 Label | mouse

mars - add porage of £0.50 peritem If only buying these. PAYMENT - in UK eurrency (pounds sterkng) only plecze. Paymens by chegue. Eurpcheque, Postal Ovder,
cash (send by regidered pon), or by credir cand (Visal Access/ Mastercard | Exrocard | Connect). In cove of difficuky costact us first 1o arrange a payment merhod if
none of these is possible for you. Pleatr make cheques, erc payable to DILWYN JONES COMPUTING (not 1o any other name or abbreviarion pleare, our bank
prefers i chat way!). If rotal order value is less than £5.00, add £1,00 10 tocal or we'll make @ loss due 1o high bank charges.
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A SELECTION FROM OUR RANGE OF NEARLY 100 PRODUCTS FOR THE QL

NOT ENOUGH ROOM TO GIVE MUCH INFORMATION HERE HERE, 50 PLEASE

ASKFOR OUR CATALOGUE (%

5-GAMES PACK L1250
5 ‘thinking’ games in one bargain pock. 128k

OPEN GOLF £12.50

Golf playing simularion, wirth choice of 30 coures
each of 18 holes. Score table feature, choice of clubs
used, shot sirengrhs, wind, rough, bunkery, ac, 384k
memory required, bewr used with a colour mondor,
Disk only.

GREY WOLF £12.50
Submarine warfare simulaion, where you are the
commander of a submanne in the Atlarnic, an
exercice in siraregy for enterainment purposes. 384k
RAM. 85 column monutor required. Disk only.

QUICK MANDELBROT LI £15.00
Frocal graphics, mandelbror se1, Julia ser, screen
dump faciliry, use mode 4 or mode 8 10 generme
screens, background coloukaion option, save and
lpad screens (of course), can oprioaally wse Binary
Decompositi Method for plonting, Magnify
opuions, Works on 128k QL, duk or microdnve.

SToQL £12.50

Aran 5T screen trumsfer progrum  for wse with
Ducover. Coaverts Neochrome or Degay fall three
resolutions in pil 2 or pii formar). 256k RAM,
disk only.

QUIZ MASTER 11 £12.50
Similar to quiz game machines found in pubs and
clubs, colourful, 2 sers of questions supplied, you can
make up your own for use with this program, 128k
RAM, disk or microdnwe.

OTHER SOFTWARE

FOR DETAILS, SEE PREVIOUS ADVERTS

QLOAD and QREF £15.00
S _EDIT £20.00
BASIC REPORTER£10.00

OPD INTERCHANGE £15.00
LOCESMITHE £14.95
4AMATTER £14.95

LOCKSMITHE & 4MATTER TOGETHER
£23.50

Note: To use 4Marter, you need Locksmihe, bur

dManier awilable separaiely for users who already

hawe Locksmishe

MDY TOOLCHEST £14.95
FILES 2 £12.00
FILEMASTER £12.00
THE COPHER £12.00

WINBACK 2 - £25.00
BANTER £25.00
VISION MIXER 1 £10.00
VISION MIXER PLUS £22 50
PICTUREMASTRRELS.00
PICTUREMASTER PLUS £20.00
THE PAINTER £25.00
THE CLIPART £12.00
QRACTAL £20.00
PDZ CLIPART £1000
SCREEN SNATCHER £10.00
TEXT 'N° GRAPHIX£20.00
TRANS24 £10.00
SIDEWINDER PLUS £24 95
BIBLE TEXT DISKS £20.00
SPELLBOUND £30.00
SPELLBOUND SE £350.00
QUICK POSTERS £1000
ADDRESS BOOK & LABEL
£15.00

GENEALOGIST 2ND EDITION £30.00

BUDGET 128K GENEALOGIST £12.00

FLASHBACK
FLASHBACK SE
DISKE INDEXER
DBEASY

DBPROGS
NETWORK PROVER
SOLITAIRE

THE PUGITIVE
CRICKET SECRETARY
QUESTION MASTER
OM QUIZ |

QM QUIZ?2

QM QUIZ 3

COCKTAILS WAITER

£25.00
£40.00
£12.00
£15.00
£15.00
£4.00
£15.00
£9.95
£1200
£10.00
£5.00
£5.00
£5.00

£10.00

FLEET TACTICAL COMMAND 1i£39.95

PRINTE

QTOP £29.95
PRINTERMASTER £20.00
HOME BUDGET £2000
SCREEN ECONOMISER £10.00
SLOWGOLD £5.00
TASKMASTER £25.00
DISK LABELLER £10.00
THE CAT 15 00
ROB ROYPACK £1000
MAGAZINES

We now hawe in siock @ bmired mumber of back
isswes of the QL magannes formerly published by
CGH Servces and we can abo offer individual
copies of the new QL moganne "‘QReview’ (ar the
ritle implies, based on revews of QL produas).
Subscripnon doaili supphed with orders for any
back ixsues. Individwal copies of QReview (published
by rhe edicor of the other magazines described below,
QRevew 10 be launched end of June) awailable for
£2.00 each (UK), £250 (Europe). or L£3.50 (USA
and rest of worki). We can abso offer arrracnive deals
on complete sets of back itsues of a magazine.

QL TECHNICAL REVIEW

A non-games rewew maganne, ¥ wsues avarlable ar
£2.00 each (UK), 250 (Europe). £3.50 (USA and
resi of world ).

COMPLETE SET £12.00 (UK), £1600 (Europe),
£24.00 (USA aic).

QL ADYENTURER'S FORUM

Games based magaunes, 9 wrues in soral avalable
ar £1.75 each (UK), £2.25 (Europe), £3.25 (USA
L.

QL LEISURE REYIEW

Games based magazines, 2 tssues published availabie
ar £2.00 each (UK), £2.50 (Europe), £3.50 (USA
acj

COMPLETE SET OF BOTH GAMES
MAGAZINES (1] ISSUES) £14.00 (UK), £20.00
(Eurnpej, £30.00 (USA exc).

- ssssnsssan -
PLEASE NOTE: SMALL ORDERS.

IF TOTAL COST OF ORDER IS LESS THAN
£5.00, ADD £1.00 TOWARDS COST OF
SMALL ORDERS (BANK CHARGES ETC)
OR WE WILL MAKE A LOSS ONSUCH
ORDERS!

T P e T L T




NOTES on XCHANGE
Massapequa, New York, USA - Bob Gilder

With the recent release of XCHANGE into the Public Domain (QL version only), and
the lack of available documentation (at least in North America), it became apparent that
QL users needed something in addition to their knowledge of QUILL.

The following notes on XCHANGE have been extracted from the XCHANGE HELP
and QUILL HELP files in order to provide QL users with some helpful documentation.
Where necessary 1 have edited sections of these files and have added some additional
text where necessary. As far as I see, Quill has the majority of NEW commands which
were added to the second set of commands and had some of it’s commands added to
the EXCHANGE set of commands (Format and Backup).

EASEL can now produce 3-D bar graphs. See EASEL, CHANGE for details. Archive
now has a RENAME command. ABACUS allows TITLES to follow along from A to Z
and 1 to 40 when expanding the display beyond the normal screen limits. For both of
these commands, follow the prompts in the command window at the center top of your
monitor screen.

Once you decide to take the plunge into XCHANGE; my advice is:

Load XCHANGE, press CTRL-C for an active cursor, press F3 and T (tsl). Enter
TUTOR when the prompt appears. After a few seconds a menu will appear prompting
a response to load a Tutor file on QUILL, ARCHIVE, ABACUS or EASEL. Just press
the first letter for any of these files as represented in the menu. Follow the prompts and
you will be surprised at the outcome.

XCHANGE

Xchange provides an environment in which you can use the programs in the Xchange
family. These programs are organised as a set of TASKS, listed at the left of the Xchange
screen. Select any listed task by pressing any key (except ENTER) until the task you
want is highlighted and then press ENTER. If you have selected a new task you must
then type a name for the task.

XCHANGE HELP - The Help key (F1) will interrupt the operation of the program and
provide a screen of information providing help related to where you help related to
where you are in the program. Pressing the ESC key will take you back to the program at
the same place as where you invoked the Help facility. In other words, help can be asked
for at any time, without interfering with what you are doing. You can get additional
information, where available, by typing the first few letters of any subject shown in the
list at the bottom of the screen, and pressing ENTER.

COMMANDS - Press F3 to see a list of the available commands in the control area at
the top of the screen. You can then select a command by pressing the key corresponding
to the first letter of the one you want.

backup continue delete list new output quit rename set tsl
BACKUP - Use this command to make a copy of any Xchange file. Type the full name

of the file you want to copy and press ENTER. Then type the full name that you want
the new copy to have. To avoid losing valuable information resulting from loss of or

10



NOTES on XCHANGE - (CONT'D)

damage to any of your disks you should make copies to a disk in a different drive of all
important files.

CONTINUE - Allows you to restart an existing task. After selecting the command, type
the name of the task you want to restart, and then press ENTER.

DELETE - Erases an Xchange file. You must type the full name of the file you want to
delete and then press ENTER.

LIST - Lists the names of all the files on a particular drive. Xchange prompts you with
the current drive, suggesting that it lists all files on that drive. Press ENTER to accept
this suggestion, or type one of the following flpl_- for floppy disk drive 1;raml - for
memory files.

NEW - Allows you to start a new task. After selecting the command, type the first three
letters of the type of task you want - eg type ABA for an ABACUS task and press
ENTER. Then type a name for the task you want to start, and then press ENTER.

OUTPUT - Controls the printing of a document as a background task. Type the name of
the file you want to print and press ENTER. Xchange assumes that the file name
extension is LIS unless you include a different extension in the file name. You may
then use any Xchange task while the file is being printed. If you select this command
while a file is being printed, Xchange offers you the opportunity to stop the printer.

QUIT - Leaves Xchange and returns to Superbasic. As this can cause loss of data
Xchange will ask if you are sure that you want to quit If you are, press ENTER
otherwise just press ESC. Any open files will be closed automatically.

RENAME - Allows you to change the name of any Xchange file. Type the full name of
the existing file and press ENTER, then type the new name for the file and press
ENTER.

SET - Selects the directory which Xchange will automatically use for either the Help
files or the data files (the current drive). Press ENTER to select the assumed location of
data files. Type the device name (eg flpl_or raml) you want to be the current drive. All
Xchange tasks will assume that filenames refer to this drive unless you include another
drive specifier.

Alternatively, press the H key to select the directory in which all Xchange programs will
look for the text of the Help messages. Then type the device name that you want
Xchange to use (flpl , raml ) and press ENTER. * (See end of file for notes on this
command)

TSL - Allows you to run an existing Task Sequencing Language (TSL) file. Type the
name of the file you want to run and press ENTER. The command assumes that the file
name extension is _TSL unless you include a different extension in the file name. How
to create TSL files is described in your Xchange manual.

XCHANGE - Controls the transfer of information between Xchange tasks. Use any key
(except ENTER) to highlight the task from which you want to transfer information (the
source task) and press ENTER. Then select the task to which the information is to be
transferred (the destination task) and press ENTER.
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The command then guides you through the sequence of exporting the information from
the source task and importing it into the destination. You are left in the destination task
so that you can examine the result of the transfer.

PRINTER STATUS - Xchange shows, under this heading, the name of any file that is
currently being printed.

TASK - The name of a task may be up to eight characters long and must start with a
letter. The rest of the name may be made up of any combination of letters and numbers.
Press ENTER at the end of the name.

CURRENT DRIVE - All the Xchange programs assume that a file name refers to a file
on this drive unless you specify otherwise in the file name. You can select which drive is
to be the current drive with the Set command.

FILE NAME - File names used by Xchange are made up of three parts :

1) the drive specifier, ie flpl or raml o
2) a name of up to eight characters, eg. MYFILE1 This name can be any combination of
letters and numbers, but must start with a letter

3) a three-letter file name extension, separated from the name by an underscore, eg
EXP

Xchange does not distinguish between upper and lower case, so: FLP1 MYFILE1 EXP
and flpl_myfilel exp are seen as being the same. You only need to include the drive
specifier and the extension if they are not the ones that the Xchange program expects.

New QUILL Commands

GLOSSARY - Can be used to save frequently used text or command sequences for later
use. To DEFINE a GLOSSARY ENTRY press F5 twice followed by the letter you want
to file the sequence under ('Y’ for "Yours Sincerely’ for example). Then press ENTER
and type in the text or commands that you want saved in the GLOSSARY exactly as you
would normally.

To END the GLOSSARY DEFINITION press FS5 again. These definitions will
automatically be saved when you leave QUILL by the QUIT command, pressing 'A’
(NEW! A = Abandon and will only appear within the command box when defining a
GLOSSARY file). There is a limit of 250 characters on each entry. To USE a
GLOSSARY ENTRY press F5 and then the letter for the required entry.

SECOND COMMAND SET OF COMMANDS - Those files starting with FILE con
be obtained by entering ’F’ - (F3, O, F or F3, F3, F.

FILE, EXPORT - Export allows the document to be saved to a file in ASCII format.
On entering the command, type the file name and ENTER. The document will be saved
in the file with no header or footer, no page breaks, no margins and no typeface
information. Each line is terminated by a carriage return line feed character pair. You
can use QUILL to write a TSL file then use the EXPORT command to save it for use;
remember to save it with extension’ _tsl’.
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FILE, TRANSFER - Document Transfer files allow a complete document to be
moved to QUILL running on a different make of machine. Also because a transfer file is
made up of only ascii text it may be sent down a 7 bit communications link; e.g. a PAD
to the PSS. Document transfer files have a default extension of _git. Press S to save a
transfer file or L to load one, then enter the required filename.

FILE, MAIL - MAIL allows strings of text (eg names and addresses) to be added into a
piece of text (eg a standard letter). This is an advanced feature, and you should refer to
the manual for a complete explanation. To use MAIL from the keyboard press ENTER
after starting the command. The merged document can be sent straight to the printer or
to a file as in the PRINT command.

To use MAIL from a QUILL file, type in the file name and extension and press ENTER.
To use a file generated by ARCHIVE just type its name and press ENTER.

MAIL FORMATS - The simplest way to use MAIL is with ARCHIVE. Refer to your
manual for details. To generate a secondary file in QUILL (the file that QUILL will look
in for text to be inserted into the standard text) use a paragraph to contain the ’‘field’
names, followed by paragraphs for each set of text strings you want to merge. Use '*’
to separate the field names and subsequent text data. An example:

*title*name*address1*address2*address3*
*Mr*Smith*21, The Lees,*Dodgeford,*London.*
... and so on.

The first line contains the field names, subsequent paragraphs contain the text which will
replace the field names. Prepare the primary file with the field names surrounded by
**°s. For example:

Dear *title* *name®*,
With reference to *address1* we would ...

You may not, in this case, use '*’ except at both ends of a field name. However, if the
first character of the primary file is neither alphabetic nor numeric nor "*°, *+’ for
example, it is taken as a substitute for **’. This allows you to use *’ in the text.

**** jstaken as a keyboard input point for personalizing each document.

MAIL FROM THE KEYBOARD - This allows each field to be replaced from the
keyboard instead of from a file. The field name appears near the bottom of the screen
on the command line. You may then type in the replacement text. You can use the cursor
keys and typeface option. Press ESC to go to the next field.

When all the fields are complete you will be asked if you want to output the resuit. Press
Y or N. Then QUILL will ask if you want to do another merge. When you stop, the
document last merged is your current one.

EXTRACT (on the alternative command list) - Allows selected text to be saved to
either a general buffer or to a named file. Asin COPY, move the cursor to the start of
the text to be extracted. Press ENTER. Move the cursor to the end the text, and, when
the right text is highlighted, press ENTER. Press ENTER to delete the highlighted text
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or K to keep it. Then press ENTER to save the text to buffer.doc (see the MERGE
command) or type in a file name. If the file already exists you can press ENTER to
overwrite the file or A to append to the end of it.

EASEL

CHANGE - This is a very powerful command, allowing you to change the way data is
displayed as a graph. E.g. to change the format of a bar graph to 3-D, press ’f" for
format_number and then 'Shift-?, ENTER. Eight different styles of graphs are displayed.
Press 3 for a 3-D bar graph.

CHOICE - When you have to make a choice of bars, lines, graph papers or axes, e.g.
when you accept a ? default in the Change command, a screen showing the options
currently available to you appears. Along the top row are the defaults offered by the
computer. Along the bottom row are objects that you may have designed.

Make your choice by moving the cursor with the left and right arrow keys and then press
ENTER. You can delete an object on the bottom row to make room for more by pressing
F4. 1f none of the available ones is to your taste, choose the one with the ’?’; this will
lead you to design a new one.

* Note on the SET command - The change made to the default drive and or help file
drive 1s a temporary change only! The book "QUILL USER’S REFERENCE
MANUAL, author Stephen Morris, published by GLENTOP Business Computing, Herts
UK, states that when you access the SET command, entering 'P” before selecting either
the default drive or help file drive will provide a permanent change. This does not work
on the QL version of XCHANGE.

Perhaps, some of our programming hackers out there would like to add a patch to the
SET command if it is possible.

[ have all of the XCHANGE HELP files re-formatted on separate Quill _doc files. 1 find
it much easier to read them when they are printed out. If you have EDITOR SE, all you
have to_dois load them into EDITOR with the RU command. Set the cursor at the top
of the file and enter the following command sequence to format them:

RP E/CTRL-SHIFT-Vertical bar character// S

NOTE: The CTRL-SHIFT Vertical bar will print on the screen as a down arrow with a
bar on top of it.

After the file has been formatted, delete the control codes at the top of the files and
two lines of repeated =’s at the bottom of the files. Some words may be broken - just
delete the spaces from the next line and they will be whole again. There may be some
additional control characters scattered about - just delete them

I can provide the XCHANGE set of formatted HELP files to any one interested. Send, a
formatted disk and return postage, please.

Bob Gilder 69 Jefferson Place Massapequa, NY 11758 USA
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Everybody needs a databace. and we supply the best databace currently avaitable
for the Sinclair QL and compatibles.

You can even program it in the language you are already familiar with:
SuperBacic or C. The hackers can even use Assembly Language.

The main program is ideal for simple applications. ke keeping addresses.

your CD-plagiist. the technical data of your favourite cars...

i you already use a databace on the QL. the files from Archive and Flashback
can be converted in a flash.

But even relational databases. or form-editing are possible. Just use the AP
which gives access to the powerful part of the DDE, the rest you can mould

to your own requirements. Thanks to the AP you can use a refiable system. based
on the DDE (so use disk-based files. let your programs muiti-task and work on

the same file) and create your own wucer interface. which will be just perfect

for YOU !

The DATAdesign Engine IDDE). which is at the heart of this system, alows
dick-bagced (security ac well ac memory-based (speed) files. Muitiple users
lor programe) can work on the same file simuttaneousty. The DDE works
extremely fast, even when disk-based. thanks to the use of indexes. and
because the program is fully machine-coded.

DATAdesign main program 2000 BEF lapprox 00 USD or 60 GRP)
DAT Adecign AP 1000 BEF (approx 22 USD or 20 GRP)
LNEdecign 5000 BEF [approx 66 USD or 100 GRP)

Al our programs are also available from Jochen Merz, Software87. Diwyn Jones Computing and Mechanical Affiréties.

r.-i Haachtstraat 92
““"‘E "3 3020 Veltem
Belgium

Professional & Graphlcal Software Telraxinieyaseeas

When ordering by phone, please keep your credit card ready (VISA or EUROCARDI.

When ordering by mail. pleace state your credit card (VIGA! detailc or include a Eurocheque
payable in BEF to PROGS or Van der Auwera. Eurocheques in BEF only pleace (blaim the bar
Transter to our postal account (DO0O-61219-76) alco accepted.



A REVIEW OF SIDEWRITER DILWYN JONES COMPUTING
Oak Ridge, Tennessee, USA -- Doug LaVerne

I. Overview
The Sidewriter documentation makes modest sounding claims: Sidewriter prints
spreadsheet files (exported from Abacus to Quill) or plain text files in landscape print
(sideways). Sidewriter offers options on fonts, output destination, 9 or 24 pin printer,
print intensity via number of printing passes, paper width, file line width (sideways down
the page), columns per inch horizontally, and linespacing (viz, inter-character spacing)
for 9 and 24 pin printers.

This sounds simple enough to use and to review. However, just as important as the
printing features of Sidewriter are the control features. A windowing (pointer/ windows/
menus) environment is supplied, but "traditional” keyboard (non-pointer) control has
been retained. A Hotkey system is included as well. Multitasking appears to work as
claimed (I was only partially able to test this).

The pointer environment as tested was controlled by the arrow keys. Sidewrniter also
provides for mouse control of the pointer/windows/menus environment. While a mouse
did arrive in the area (no joke particularly intended) about the time this review was due,
that approach could not be tested.

The printing options can have defaults set for Sidewriter’s startup by using the Config
program supplied. Any of the options can also be varied from the defaults from within
Sidewriter before printing starts. A menu or prompt will usually supply a suggested
value, which, however, can readily be altered. Note that Sidewriter (currently) requires a
printer which supports Epson compatible bit image graphics.

The disk also came with a Demo version of Sidewriter which can be freely given away,
unlike the fully working, copyrighted version.

I tested Sidewriter on two hardware configurations (see NOTES) which I'll refer to as
HW1 and HW2. (I did not seriously test RES 128 or unplug my Trump Card).

II. Features—Briefly

Printing parameters that the user can vary are summarized above.

Config, mentioned above, is yet another program supplied on the disk; its opening
message 1s "This program, supplied by Qjump, can be used to configure any software
system which uses the standard format of configuration information up to level 1."
Another interesting idea to see on the QL.

Windowing and the Hotkey System for the QL were a pleasure to become acquainted
with. Much of the world 1s going or has gone that way—including my workplace.

HI. Test Results

There are many variables in the picture, even at a higher level--printing parameters,
control features, Hotkeys, etc. I could not test every combination and implication, but
covered printing and control features on varied inputs reasonably.
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SIDEWRITER - (CONT’D)

Fonts and related printing features

[ did use all fonts; there are eight "standard” fonts and seven "wide" fonts supplied. For
most print runs I used settings close to Sidewriter’s originals. Unusual features such as
condensed print and multi-pass (2- or 3-pass) printed quite well down the page. -

The Square font with one pass has a clean look; likewise Serif-Wide. Some of the wide
fonts came out fuzzy on the NX-1000; I'd like to see some on a 24-pin printer with two or
three passes.

G. Jones (the author of Sidewriter) expresses the underlying assumption that sideways
spreadsheet printing is not a job wherein high quality text printing is paramount; thus,
these are draft fonts. Still, a 3-pass Square font run (if you wish to wait it out) can come
out pleasing to the eye.

Control Features--Windowing Environment

Using the arrow keys, the pointer moves smoothly, not in jumps. Pointer movement
quickly highlights a given menu item with an outline box; SPACE/"HIT" whites in the
box. These visual effects work equally well on the monochrome or color monitor.
Invoking a given menu selection via ENTER/"DO" quickly brings action—either another

selection menu (overlaid if appropriate) or the Main Menu with a parameter newly set.
When you're in the midst of many devices and potential files, the windowing
environment is truly helpful. The file select window, in particular, is indeed "powerful”
as G. Jones says. You can select from many font files and, of course, your own text and
(exported) spreadsheet files with few keystrokes.

All the above is true even on HW1.

Control--By Keyboard

For a simple application wherein you know you just want one or a few file(s), keyboard
control is quite handy, and, is selectable in the first screen or via KEYBOARD_BOOT.
The keyboard controlled approach did not pull up all the defaults (e.g. font), aithough
that could come in a future release.

Control Features--Hotkey System

I made a version of Sidewriter’s original BOOT, following the modest amount of Hotkey
documentation supplied, to see how successfully I could HOT LOAD and HOT PICK
Sidewriter and the four Psion programs. E.g.,

nnn REMark EXEC FLPx SIDEWRITER OBJ

nnn ERT HOT LOAD("s""FLPx SIDEWRITER OBIJ")
nnn ERT HOT PICK("S""SIDEWRITER")

ann ERT HOT _LOAD("w""FLPy QLWP")

nnn ERT HOT PICK("W""QLWP")

nnn ERT HOT_LOAD("b""FLPy QLBG")

and so on.
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On HW2 | HOT_LOADed Sidewriter, Quill and Abacus. As the Sidewriter
documentation says, I was able to Control-C amongst jobs, with the screen for each
coming up appropriately.

I was always able to HOT_PICK Sidewriter (at least before "OK"-ing a Print) or Quill,
but not Abacus-—-whereby hangs a tale. In response to Toolkit II's JOBS, Quill showed
the name "QLWP" after job, tag, owner, and priority, whereas Abacus/QLSS--at least the
version | have--had the name blank. HOT PICK, as is pointed out, is looking for a name.
Screens of course changed as each program came up.

So, I have many pages of command sequences recorded in detail, including for HW1.
However, I don’t presently know their full import.

I only tried Business Graphics/QLBG and Database/QLDB on HWI, where I did get all
five programs HOT LOADED. QLBG (my version on-hand) did not show a name
either in response to JOBS.

(Editor’s Note: the Psion software that accompanied North American QLs arrived with
different names; Archive became QL DataBase, Abacus became QL SpreadSheet, Easel
became QL Business Graphics, and Quill bore the name QL WordProcessor. I've never
been able to find out why Sinclair changed the names for the North American market.)

It appears, once Sidewriter has started printing, that Ctrl-C and the attempted Hot Pick
do not bring up the last screen-output from Sidewriter. This is "Examining the file,
please wait..." followed by print area estimate messages given after you select "OK".
Printing continues, however, and at SuperBASIC JOBS shows Sidewriter still there. 1|
could HOT_PICK Quill and execute Quill commands while printing continued.

G. Jones puts it well enough: if you really must know the background, read thick things
such as manuals for QPAC2 or QPTR. But you aren’t required to know it all.

Inputs

To test the fonts and print settings/parameters readily, I loaded the given
EXAMPLE ABA and exported it to file EXAMPLE2 _EXP. Every combination of print
settings attempted worked.

[ could not get the EXAMPLE EXP supplied on the DJC disk to cooperate with
Sidewriter, on HW1 or HW2. Usually the go-ahead to print would produce only the
message "Examining file, please wait..." but none of the usual following messages on print
area estimates. A Control-C to SuperBASIC gave an erratically blinking cursor and slow
keyboard response; JOBS showed SuperBASIC, HOTKEY and SIDEWRITER all
present, with none suspended. RJOB Sidewriter restored normal cursor and keyboard
response speeds. 1did not get a chance to examine EXAMPLE DMP closely.

In any case, the 1dea is to be printing your own files.
I did in fact give Sidewriter more of a load, exporting from Abacus a year’s worth of

financial data (ssexp88_aba, about 18K bytes, almost as large as my 1986-1991 financial
spreadsheet). It all printed down (six) sheets of fanfold paper.
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G. Jones mentions almost in passing that Sidewriter prints "plain text files sideways” as
well as spreadsheets. So, I indeed pulled a text file off my MUSICI disk (Caribbean steel
music is often written just as letters). 1 Printed it to a file using the PRINTER_DAT
supplied with Sidewriter. Fine! Two vertical bars and a colon truly looked like a "repeat”
rather than a representation I needed to replace. SERIF_FNT, 1-pass I believe. A Bold
NLQ "repeat” on the NX-1001 (before it crashed) had printed the odd split v-bar.

IV. Final Comments

Overall, a useful package embedded in a powerful environment.

The documentation does far more than G. Jones was obligated to cover. It’s useful to
have more than an "Operators’ Guide."

At the moment, though, the documentation indeed contains a welter of detail in which
some users could get lost at first Some more intermediate level or summary
documentation could help. This could apply to people who want or even need a more
"cookbook” approach to functionality—say, managerial types out there using QLs.
However, some phrasing in the documentation seems to indicate these 30 pages are an
initial effort and that there could be further work.

I can think of a bell here and a whistle there that would be of use. In the case of
Sidewriter, this could include notification of no printer availabie and satisfactory exit, as
was true anytime I was on HW1 and couldn’t make it across town to HW2, and in
particular early efforts when the NX-1001 had just failed.

It could also include a problem with the file selected to print, as happened with the
Example Exp I received (as noted, this was overcome by using the Example_Aba
supplied, and, you’re supposed to be printing your own files).

But already "This is too long" (Hamlet).

NOTES:
HARDWARE CONFIGURATIONS:

"HWI1": QL/68008 with 896K (Trump Card), two DD 3.5" disk drives, membrane
keyboard (3d membrane), monochrome monitor (Wood & Wind Computing). (STAR
NX-1001 Printer went down with need for repair about when reviewing started).

"HW2": QL with Gold Card, Hermes, Minverva, two ED 3.5" disk dnives, Keyboard-90
Interface with 5191 (101-key) Keyboard, QL color monitor, and (working) STAR
NX-1000 Printer.

CREDITS:

I likely should repeat the following Sidewriter documentation: "The QMenu system 1s
Copyright Jochen Merz, DJToolkit is Copyright Norman Dunbar and the Pointer
Environment software is Copyright Tony Tebby." (Ediror's Note: SIDEWRITER is
available from DILWYN JONES COMPUTING, or the many dealers worldwide who
stock DJC software. A STEAL for only £15.00)
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FILE TRANSFERS - QL/ARCHIVE to PC/DBASE
Pylesville, Maryland, USA - Thomas Robbins

This is the first of several articles concerning the interchange of data between
QL /QDOS applications programs and MSDOS applications programs. While [ have both
a QL and an MSDOS computer, by choice I do my work on the QL. Often it may involve
either database information from a computer at work, or database information that will
have to go into a computer at work.

This article will focus on transferring records from an Archive or Xchange database to
the MSDOS de facto standard, dBase.

Begin by loading Archive, or loading Xchange and selecting an Archive task. Use the
open or look command to access the data base you want to export to Dbase. Now type
in:

export <ENTER>

You should now have, at the command line: export ™ and the menu prompt at the top of
the screen should say :
ENTER THE FILE NAME

Enter the full file name, including the drive /device at this point (ie. FLP1_Myfile). You
do not need to enter a file extension. Archive will give it an '_exp’ extension
automatically. If you have the memory, and a RAM disc, it speeds the process up to
export to this instead of floppys. Using the Gazet_dbf example supplied on the original
microdrive, and exporting to RAM1_Gazet_exp, what you now have is:

"country$","continent$","capital$","languages$","currency$","pop","gdp”,"area"
"AFGHANISTAN""ASIA""KABUL","PUSHTU,DARI","”AFGHANI",19.5,110,657
"ALBANIA""EUROPE","TIRANE","ALBANIAN","LEK",2.5,5
"ANGOLA""AFRICA""LUANDA""PORTUGUESE""KWANZA",6.4,588,1247
"ARGENTINA""S. AMERICA""BUENOS AIRES""SPANISH","PESO",25.7,1990,2777

and on down to:

"ZAIRE","AFRICA","KINSHASA""BANTU,FRENCH""ZAIRE" 25.6,155,2344
"ZAMBIA""AFRICA","LUSAKA""BANTU,ENGLISH","KWACHA",5.1,488,753

As with most things associated with Sir Clive, this is an "almost, but not quite" standard
file. The first line, which consists of field names, prevents this from being a standard
comma delimited file which can be imported into Dbase (and a large number of other
"PC’ programs).

Using an editor {such as EMACS (available from the QUANTA Library), Ark’s SPY, or
Digital Precision’s EDITOR} remove the first line to convert the file to standard comma
delimited format Make certain the lines are not split or truncated !

Now that you have the file in a standard form, it must be transfered to an IBM formatted
disc. There are several commercial programs available to conveniently do this -
XOVER, MEDIA MANAGER, DISCOVER. There are also programs in the Quanta
Library such as QLIBM that will do this.
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At this point, you should have a standard comma delimited file on an IBM/MSDOS
format disc and it is time to turn on the PC. Copy the exported file to the Dbase directory
on the PC.

Load Dbase on the PC. Unlike Archive, Dbase uses fixed length fields and to import a
file, you must first define the file structure. At the Dbase dot prompt, enter the
command ’‘create’. You must define each field of the new Dbase database. This
definition includes the field name, it’s type (character or numeric, and its length.

Once you have the database structure defined, you can import your Archive file. Use the
Dbase command ’APPEND FROM GAZET EXP DELIM’ Of course, substitute
whatever you have named your file for the GAZET_EXP example. You now have your
data imported into MSDOS Dbase.

The short Archive program below eliminates the need to use an editor to manually edit
the file for import into Dbase. Once you have ’opened’ or "looked’ your Archive file, run
this program. It will list your database structure, offer you the option of printing out the
database structure, prompt you for filenames, and then create a comma delimited file for
import into Dbase. You will still have to move it to an IBM/MSDOS formatted disk.

This program, and several others for transferring data to MSDOS applications, will be
submitted to the QUANTA Library shortly.

proc bye

mode 1

print ; print : print "FILE TRANSLATION COMPLETED"

print " USE XOVER, DISCOVER, QLIBM ETC. TO TRANSFER TO MSDOS DISK"
stop

endproc

proc CDF

cls

let MARK =1

print : print

print "Enter full file name of transfer file

print” -->include the device name"

print”  (examples: flpl myfile xfr,ram2 data ibm)"

input FNAMES$

cls

print "CREATING STANDARD COMMA DELIMITED FILE AS ";FNAMES$
spoolon fname$

print "FILE CREATED : PRESS ENTER TO BEGIN TRANSLATION"
let s$=getkey()

cls

print : print

print "TRANSLATING TO COMMA DELIMITED FORMAT"

print at 4,18;"OF ";count();” RECORDS TRANSLATED"

all

print at 4 10;MARK;

let fnum =numfld()
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let n=0

while n<fnum-1

if fieldt(n)=0: Iprint fieldv(n);".";: endif

if fieldt(n)=1: Iprint """ +fieldv(n) +""™" +"";: endif

let n=n+1

endwhile

if fieldt(n)=0: lprint fieldv(n): endif

if fieldt(n)=1: Iprint """";fieldv(n);"""": endif

let MARK=MARK+1 -

endall

spooloff

print at 15,0;"PRESS ANY KEY TO CONTINUE" let L$=getkey()

bye

endproc

proc printout

cls

print "PLEASE MAKE SURE YOUR PRINTER IS ON LINE"

print "PRESS ANY KEY FOR PRINT OUT OF DATABASE STRUCTURE"
let DUMMYS$=getkey()

let fnum =numfld()

Iprint "This Data Base contains ";fnum;” fields”

lprint "FIELD"; tab 10;"FIELD NAME"; tab 30;"FIELD TYPE"

lprint

let n=0

while n<fnum

lprint n; tab 10;fieldn(n); tab 30;

if fieldt(n)=0: Iprint "Numeric": endif

if fieldt(n)=1: Iprint "Character™: endif

letn=n+1

endwhile

last

Iprint "Records in this file: ";count()

mode 1

stats

endproc

proc START

print "CDF IS A UTILITY TO TRANSLATE ARCHIVE FILES INTO STANDARD
COMMA DELIMITED"

print

print "FILES FOR IMPORT INTO DBASE, LOTUS AND OTHER MSDOS
PROGRAMS"

print

print "COPYRIGHT 1993 THOMAS ROBBINS / SAMURAI CAT SOFTWARE"
print

print "THIS UTILITY IS PUBLIC DOMAIN AND MAY BE FREELY
DISTRIBUTED"

print

print "PRESS ANY KEY TO START"

let pause$=getkey()



FILE TRANSFERS - (CONT’D)

stats

endproc

proc stats

mode 0

cls

let fnum=numfld()

print at 2,50;"This Data Base"

print at 3,50;"contains ";fnum;" fields"
print at 0,0;"FIELD"; tab 10;"FIELD NAME"; tab 30;"FIELD TYPE"
print

let n=0

while n<fnum

print n; tab 10;fieldn(n); tab 30;

if fieldt(n)=0: print "Numeric": endif

if fieldt(n)=1: print "Text": endif
letn=n+1

endwhile

last

print at 5,50;"Records in this file: ";count()
input at 20,0,"ENTER P for print out X for eXit T for Translate";choice$
if upper(choice$)="X": mode 1: endif

if upper(choice$)="P":printout: endif

if upper(choice$) ="T".cdf: endif

endproc

In the next article, I will discuss how to move data the other way - from Dbase to
Archive.

QUICK NOTE for Gold Card Users
Pylesville, Maryland, USA - Thomas Robbins

Some 1.44 Meg drives can be set by the jumper pins to NOT check for the additional hole
that identifies the disk as a high density disk. I inadvertently set my drive that way, and
find that it automatically formats regular (cheaper) 3 1/2" 720K disks to 1.44 megs
without any problems.

This leads to the problem of how to format a 720K disk to 720k for exchange with other
people. An undocumented (at least in the documentation I received with my Gold Card)
keyword/command is FLP DENSITY. This command takes 1 parameter - either D, H,
or E and specifies the default format of the disk, where:

E = 3.2 Meg Extra high density
H = 1.44 Meg High density
D = 720 K Double density

The Gold Card automatically checks to see whether the media/drive combination will
support the density specified - my 720K 5 1/4 still only formats to 720K.


























































































