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EDITOR SE (Part 4)

Massapequa, New York, USA - Bob Gilder
" An Overview, Tutorial and some ramblings"

This section of the tutorial will be devoted to setting

up ALTKEY (Hotkeys) commands within The EDITOR.
If you haven’t used ALTKEYS within a program for the
QL, you will be in for a very pleasant surprise! Below is
a SuperBASIC listing which will make ’life a lot easier’
when working within EDITOR. All you have to do is
simultaneously press the ALTKEY and the character designated to activate a command.

The SuperBASIC listing offers suggestions to you, the user, for activating commands
within EDITOR. Note that almost any ASCII keyboard character may be used in
combination with the ALTKEY. The characters can be letters, numbers or brackets and slash
characters.

Writing your own ALTKEY commands should be easy, if you follow the Super BASIC listing
below. Line 100 activates Toolkit II which is mandatory and Line 110 provides a reminder
that the ALTKEY file must be installed in the QL before you load in The EDITOR program.
Line 120 through line 310 are the ALTKEY assignments. You may change any of the
ALTKEY statements, the initializing character and the commands which they will activate.

Line 120: The ALTKEY PROCedure is followed by an ’a’character nested in single quotes
followed by a comma. CHR$(240) represents the F3 function key and is followed by an
ampersand (&) character. The EDITOR command itself is nested in double quotes.
"KM1,4:KC4,1" to set up the main screen and command line colors as well as their
complimentry colors for ink. An ampersand follows the command and joins with CHR$(10),
representing the ENTER command. The key press combination of ALT-a will instantly
change your screen to green with black ink and the command line to black with green ink.

Line 160 will resize the EDITOR screen to 11 lines when the combined ALT and i character
are depressed, This command is perfect for setting up two EDITOR programs on one screen.
Use this command only after the second Editor screen is activated. Note the character codes
are different from all of the rest of the SuperBASIC lines. CHR$(246) is Function key, F9
(SHIFT-F4), and the combination of FILL$ and CHR$(209,11) moves UP Cursor 11 spaces.
Without the function FILL$ CHR$(209) would have to be entered eleven times to move the
cursor up!

Line 180 will provide another change for the screen and command color, however, setting the
screen to white with black ink and the command line will be black with white ink. The
purpose for this color combination is for use when I prepare screen dumps.

Lines 240, 270, and 280 require a user input at the command line; just enter a Filename and/
or you can change the drive number as well.

Line 300 requires the combination of ALT and the £ symbol to activate the ’f_cmd’ file which
translates the £ character to a printer translate.

Line 310 activates the command BW.SER1 (Block Write to the printer) with the combined
ALT and [ character.
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100 TK2_EXT: REMark Activate Toolkit Il for ALTKEY initialization

110 : REMark Add this file to your EDITOR BOOT file

120 ALTKEY ’a’,CHR$(240)&"KM1,4;KC4,1"& CHR$(10):REMark Set Main screen Green
& Command line Black

130 ALTKEY ’b’,CHR$(240)&"b"& CHR$(10): REMark Cursor to bottom of file

140 ALTKEY ’d’,CHR$(240)&"BH"&CHR$(10): REMark Set Block Hide

150 ALTKEY ’f,CHR$(240)&CHR$(102)&CHR$(32)&CHR$(32)&CHR$(10): REMark
Repeat current FIND string

160 ALTKEY ’I,CHR$(246)&FILL$(CHR$(209),11)&CHR$(10): REMark resize screen to
11 lines for 2nd EDITOR

170 ALTKEY *’,CHR$(240)&"jr"& CHR$(10): REMark Justify text right
180 ALTKEY ’k’,CHR$(240)&"KM1,6;KC6,1"& CHR$(10): REMark Set Main Screen White
with Black Ink, Set Command screen opposite colors

190 ALTKEY °I',CHR$(240)&"jl"&CHR$(10): REMark Justify text left
200 ALTKEY ’m’,CHR$(240)&"SI1;SL1;SR80"& CHR$(10): REMark Set Margins Left
&Indent to 1, Right to 80

210 ALTKEY ’n’,CHR$(240)&"bs"& CHR$(10): REMark Set Block Start

220 ALTKEY ’0’,CHR$(240)&"be"&CHR$(10): REMark Set Block End

230 ALTKEY ’p’,CHR$(240)&"pr"& CHR$(10): REMark Paragraph reform

240 ALTKEY ’r’,CHR$(240)&"r.flp2_": REMark Read a file from flp2 _

250 ALTKEY ’s’,CHR$(240)&"SH"&CHR$(10): REMark Activate Show Status Window
260 ALTKEY ’t’,CHR$(240)&"t"& CHR$(10): REMark Cursor to top of file

270 ALTKEY ’uv’,CHR$(240)&"bw.flp2 ": REMark Write a block of text to flp2

280 ALTKEY 'w’,CHR$(240)&"w.flp2 ™: REMark Write a file to flp2_

290 ALTKEY ’z’,CHR$(240)&"z"& CHR$(10): REMark Zap file

300 ALTKEY ’£’,CHR$(240)&"rc.flpl £ cmd"&CHR$(10): REMark Activate £ cmd
310 ALTKEY ’|,CHR$(240)&"BW.ser1"&CHR$(10): REMark Block Write current block to
printer

You can use the entire SuperBASIC listing if you wish or add to it, or customize it to suit your
needs. Please understand that what I have written is ‘not set in concrete’, however, it works
for me! Once you have developed your own ALTKEY file you should copy it to your printer
so that you will know which character combinations do what - or a listing of the ALTKEY
combinations can be added to the EDT_HELP files for immediate reference.

I have written about the importance of using the Editor HELP files many times during this
series and now is the time to expand and customize the EDT_HELP files. The original HELP
files are five full screens in length. My HELP files have nine screens which provide some
command files listings, printer control characters and EPSON LQ-2500 and IBM Proprinter
X24 printer codes of which I use most often.

To go about modifying or adding anything to the EDT_HELP file, first read in the
EDT HELP file into EDITOR. Save this file onto a blank disk before you attempt to modify
the file and DO NOT OVERWRITE YOUR ORIGINAL EDT HELP FILE on The
EDITOR disk at this time!
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Note that each line within this file has seven line numbers and each screen (page) begins with
a successive digit. Page one uses ’1’, page two a "2’ and so on. Not all line numbers are in order
such as the first line of page one 1700010 and the second line begins with 1400000. Don’t let
this throw you off the track! Page down to screen five which provides a clue to what the
different numbers accomplish.

Page five starts with 5000000; the second line, 5701040, provides white ink for the title of the
page it is what I used for my additional four HELP pages. The third line sports 5400000. 1
changed this line to 5000000 without any problems. Line four starts with 5000000 and a
numeral 1 is appended to the end of this line number. The numeral one in the eighth column
defines a comment as number one and is displayed in red ink. The remainder of the lines
numbers within the fifth page are all identical, 5000000.

To produce a sixth page of data, start off with the following:

6000000

6701040 Add your title for this page on this line
6400000

60000001 Your first line of HELP data
6000000

60000002 Your second line of HELP data;

and so on......; however, do not exceed 24 lines in all for each additional page and you can add
four additional pages to the original EDT HELP if required.

When you have completed your new EDT _HELP file, save it to disk, remove your master file
of The Editor with the original EDT HELP file on it and replace it with the disk containing
your new HELP file. Press F1 and page through the entire help file on the screen. If your new
EDT_HELP file operates as you have intended, rename the original EDT_HELP on your
master copy of The EDITOR with a different name or add an additional extension to it such
as EDT_HELP_org. Orgto indicate the original help file. Save the new EDT_HELP file to
all of your copies of The Editor with the new EDT_HELP. Don’t forget to rename all
original EDT HELP files with the _org extension.

To the right is a screen dump of

page nine of my EDT HELP file.
There is an additional HELP B@  Letter QualityOn  7x°  Letter Quolity OFF (roft Mode)
screen which provides useful % foxe Serdf font
information for the Editor user ke Prestige Font
R = 1o Script Font
which is instantly available when 5;5 lla?tf pSFFTt[}l o
3 - . SEa0aR:E T alic Fon' 7 alic Fon
the command SH is given; Show 15 Suwerscript ON R ioticrm &
Status. Show Status opens a B Bscript O I goibseriot  OFF
window from the top of the M Elite Pé;ch {g mgm per @@
. . . 19 icron Pi ers per
sc;_reen- dlspla);mg twelve I:nes 3 Comeresed itah p ol i
of various system parameters. 70 Elite & Comoressed 28 charocters per i
. . 9800008 1PR  Proportional Space ON tP=  Proportional Space OFF
The window is normally a ooogee 9 Ewnusized frint © ON 4 Esphusized rint FF
9960000 MTUH e § E Wl printing
complementary color 5o as to 0000000  7u-fu- Double Heloht, Double Vidkh print g (FF
distinguish between the normal f Underlining N = Underlining OFF
text window and the Show Status  [egeses 35 Groon 't“ct&mu““ ale

screen.
The Show Status screen is a very useful tool for the EDITOR user, especially when preparing
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a long document which may be
saved to disk a number of times.
Often I access the Show Status
screen to be sure of the name of the
file I am working on. I usually
change the TAB Inerval a number of
times when preparing charts or
indenting lines. The SH screen
_ provides necessary verification of
STeeers provoat | call hction kews”, Wen thelr | TAB  intervals. = The additional

s they will not write o

N, but insteod, promote cursor movement. Some codes i i i ithi i
_ s D et yfoomgss oiaor, aovenent, Dume codes mformaqon provided within thl_s
codes in your QU monual under the Concepts Section for the Character window is a welcomed sight when it

and their control code sequence : = - : ¢
the resources which ore Milubl’eagl &:ﬁtﬁ% ﬁsaﬁrﬁwl‘m _IS : reql‘.“rcc' Sl.lCh' as Block
! information or a Find /Exchange

string and Buffer usage.

Usually when I prepare to start any
text file within EDITOR, I write a short Command line which will sit on the bottom line of
the file. The command line will set the margin parameters, screen and command line colors
and the type of justification required. To activate this command line, first set the cursor on
the beginning of the command line, then depress F3, and enter EX, ENTER. The
commands written on that line will automatically be activated.

SI1 SL1SR80KM 1,4 KC4,1 JR

The above line sets the margins for an 80 column display and provides a green screen with
black ink and a black command line with green ink.

There are times that I prepare two similar command lines; the difference being a change for
the screen and command line colors. This line is activated before preparing a screen dump as
a white background with black characters provides better overall clarity when printed from a
printer - not to mention that it sure is a lot easier on printer ribbons this way!

SI1SL1SR80KM 1,7KC7,1 JR

At this point, I thought it might be wise to discuss the various INK and PAPER color
commands with reference to the main screen, the command line and the error line.

COMMAND LINE - The command KC 3,7 will display a white Command screen with red
characters, whereas KC 5,1 will display a black Command screen with green characters.
If, for instance you wish to change only the ink color, use the following sequence; KC 7,
and the ink color will be changed to white on the original black Command screen.

ERROR SCREEN - The command sequence is KE 7,3 will display a red screen with white
characters. If you wish to chance, say, the screen color only, then use the following
sequence: KE ,1 will change the Error screen color to black and the original ink remains
white.

MAIN SCREEN - The command sequence is KM 1,5 and will display black characters on a
green screen. As with the above two commands, altering either or both screen and ink
colors use the same command sequences. NOTE: Any number within the range of 1 to 255
is valid, however, if you select screen or ink colors beyond 7, you may find that quite a
few colors selected for ink will be difficult to read. When changing one color only, ink is the
6
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first number and the screen is the following number behind a comma. If you wish th change
the screen color issue the appropriate two character command, hit the space bar once for a
space, add a comma and then the screen number and ENTER. To change ink only issue
the appropriate command enter the ink number, add a comma and then ENTER.

Two EDITOR programs on the same screen provides the user the ability to view two copies
of a file simultaneously. I usually use this method when proof reading text; adding or deleting
text within a file. Occasionally I drift off course! I can then read the original text on the
second EDITOR to guide me back to my original direction.

The set-up for the second copy of EDITOR is quite simple, just CTRL-C out of EDITOR
and EXEC flpl_EDT_BIN from SuperBASIC and the second EDITOR will load. The second
EDITOR program will use all of the extension files from the first copy of EDITOR
(EDT_HELP, EDT _charset and XTRAS) since they are already in the QL’s memory.

When the second EDITOR

appears on your monitor

screen, activate the F9 Function

key. A black screen appears with
three lines of text and arrow
characters. To resize the screen

you must use the combination of
ALT and a cursor key. To resize

the screen for approximately half
height, press ALT and move the UP
cursor key eleven (11) times. The
bottom of the screen will move
upwards following the repeated

use of ALT and the UP cursor key. If
the screen position is not acceptable,
move the screen about with the cursor

keys and then press ENTER to accept

the screen. You now have two EDITOR programs, one overlaying on top of the other.

Use ¢t4+ to repositio
Uze ALT ¢tds 512
lUse EMTER to ac

The easy way of setting up a second EDITOR for eleven lines of text will be the use of the
ALTKEY program listed at the

beginning of the article. ALT-i F/Gatl/ bs be bh

will do it for you. QL users usually Sample of NAT DBase

NAMES ADDRESS

associate a database program with
Psion ARCHIVE. ARCHIVE isa
decent database program, however,
my database requirements are rather
limited so that I do not warrant the
use of a large database program.

The EDITOR SE is always up and
running whenever my QL is
initialized, so I usethe EDITOR as
a database to store names,
addresses and telephone numbers
for me. EDITOR has a very fast
search facility (Find) and when I

Chomitz,  Paul R.G.C Travel Agcy 95 Delancy St; NY, NY 18682
Delavechio, Larry 62 Jefferson Place, Massapequa, NY 11758
DiGiovianni,Joan 6 Wallingford Or; Melville, NY 11747
Dyl Bob, 15 Kilburn Court, Newport, RI 02849
[ Adiiril o Mossopequa, NY 11758 .
George 67-38 188 St; Forest Hills, NY 11375
Joe 91 BAY 31st ST; B'klun, NY 11214
: Line counts 21 [Mode: Insert

718-373-502

Lo Punzino, Joe
a1 EAY 3lst ST:M

20 lades Inzent
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need a telephone number, for example, I load in my database file "NAT" (Name,
Address, Telephone). The first line of this file has a short command sequence: F// bs be bh F
- Find, // Empty string, bs - Block Start, be - Block End, bh - Block Hide. Please note that I
do not show the block type command on the above line as LINE Block is my default block

type.

Placing the cursor between both slash characters, I will enter a name or the first 3 or 4
characters of the Sir name. Then I depress the combination of ALT-Right Cursor which
places the cursor at the end of the command line . Then I depress F3, enter EX on the
command line and then depress ENTER. Within a split second the cursor finds the name I
requested and Highlights the entire line with a name, address and telephone number.

A sample of the NAT Dbase

NAMES ADDRESS TELEPHONE
Delavechio, Larry, 62 Jefferson Place, Massapequa, NY 11758 516-541-8222
Dyl, Bob, 15 Kilburn Court, Newport, RI 02840 401-849-3805
Gail, Frank, 17 Admril Road, Massapequa, NY 11758 516-795-8727
Gilder, George, 67-38 108 St; Forest Hills, NY 11375 718-114-1106

Soon after I developed this simple system I realized that I required another database for
printing out Name and Address labels from within EDITOR. I changed the format for storing
the data from across the entire screen to four lines of text as illustrated below:

A sample of the NATlab DBase
F/Gil/ bs bh n; n; be

Robert Gilder

69 Jefferson Place,
Massapequa, NY 11758 USA
516-541-2271"°

The command sequence is basically the same as is used for the NAT file. However, I
added n; n; between the bh and be command. Both N’s move the cursor down two lines,
illuminating the first three lines of text.

Printing the label requires the user to enter on the following command:

F3, BW.SERI, or if you have booted up the ALTKEY program, just depress ALT-[ and the
label will be printed out for you.

The Screen dump for Two EDITORs above show both database files with name, address
and telephone number illuminated after a search.

Let’s take a look at another task which The Editor can accomplish easily; writing and
printing Diskette labels. The program listing for printing disk labels from within Editor is
outlined below the SuperBASIC listing. Originally, all labels for my diskettes were printed
from a SuperBASIC listing containing 26 lines of text and printer control codes. I knew
there had to be a better and easier way for duplicating the printout using The Editor.

8
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The EDITOR The EDITOR
SPECIAL EDITION SPECIAL EDITION
DICITAL PRECISION DIGITAL PRECISION

FORMATTED & 8¢ TRACKS, 2 SIDES FORMATTED @ 80 TRACKS, 2 BIDES
CAPACITY: 720 EECTORS CAPACITY: 720 SECTORS

AUTHOR: CHARLES DILLON AUTHOR: CHARLES DILLON
Updated:

5.25 Inch Diskette Label

3.5 Inch DIskette Label

100 REMark QLabs - Prints diskette labels using the PANASONIC KXP-1124 printer

101 REMark PRINT #3, CHR$(27);CHR$(64);:REMark Printer Reset

102 REMark PRINT #3, CHR$(27);CHR$(120);CHRS$(1);:REMark Letter Quality mode,
substitute double strike if no LQ

105 FOR a =1 TO 1: REMark Change loop number for printing more than 1 label

110 OPEN #3, serl

111 PRINT #3, CHR$(27);CHR$(64);:REMark Printer Reset

112 PRINT #3, CHR$(27);CHR$(120);CHR$(1);:REMark Letter Quality mode, substitute
double strike if no LQ

120 PRINT #3, CHR$(27); CHR$(116);CHR$(1);:REMark select Alternate Character set 1
125 PRINT #3, CHR$(27);CHR$(55);:REMark Select Graphic Character Set 1
130 FORi=1TO 38
140 PRINT #3, CHR$(223);: REMark Graphic Character - BAR
150 END FOR i
160 PRINT #3, CHR$(27);CHR$(87);CHRS$(1);: REMark Double width printing
180 PRINT #3,\" LIST LIBRARY"\
190 PRINT #3," ASSORTED PROGRAMS "\
200 PRINT #3," NUMBER 1"\
210 PRINT #3, CHR$(27);CHR$(87);CHR$(0);:REMark Double width OFF
220 PRINT #3," FORMATTED @ 40 TRACKS, 2 SIDES"\
230 PRINT #3," CAPACITY: 720 SECTORS:"\
240 PRINT #3," PROPERTY of LIST GROUP"

250 REMark PRINT #3, CHR$(27); CHR$(60): REMark Home printer head
260 FOR i=1TO 38
270 PRINT #3, CHR$(223);: REMark Graphic Character - BAR
280 NEXT i
330 PRINT #3,CHR$(10); CHR$(10); :REMark 2 spaces for start of next label
340 NEXT a

Now for the short version:

If you count the lines within the above listing, you will see that we have cut down the line
count by two-thirds and this listing will exactly duplicate the printer output from the

9
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SuperBASIC program. To activate label printing, enter the following from the Command
line: W.SER1 (or SER2 if that is your printer port) and The printer will swiftly print out a
label

Line 1: ESC SHIFT-2 Printer Reset, ESC x CTRL-A, Letter Quality ON, ESC t CTRL-A
Select Alternate Character set, ESC 7, Select Graphic Character set 1.

Line 2: CTRL-SHIFT-ALT-DOWN CURSOR, Inverse Bar printed 38 times.

Line 3: ESC W CTRL-A, Double Wide Text ON

Line 4: ESC W CTRL-£, Double Wide Text OFF

Line 5,6 & 7: Add text

Line 7: CTRL-SHIFT-ALT-DOWN CURSOR, Inverse Bar pnnted 38 times. END of File.

If your printer has additional fonts, such as, Sans Seriff, Courier, Prestige, Script, Bold PS or
even Italics, they can be added after the printer control code sequence of Letter Quality
ON on Line 1 above. Bold or Double Strike printer control codes can be added to any
line(s) of text for striking results.

You will not be able to access all of the graphic characters within The Editor environment, as
some of the graphic character codes such as, CHR$(196, 224, 240 & 249) to name a few.
These characters are what I call ’Action keys’. When their control code combinations are
entered from the keyboard, they will not write a character on to the screen, but instead,
promote cursor movement. Some codes that will produce a graphics bar are CHR$(176, 177,
178,205 and 223). Look up these codes in your QL manual under the Concepts Section for
the Character number and their control code sequence, such as: CHR$(176) =
CTRL-SHIFT-P. Learn to use the resources which are available to you; USE YOUR
MANUALS and reap your rewards!

A single modification can be made to the above listing for use with 3 1/2 inch diskettes. On
line one of the label program, add ESC g (Micron Pitch) after the first printer control
sequence (ESC SHIFT-2).

Line 1: ESC SHIFT-2 Printer Reset, ESC g, Micron Pitch, ESC x CTRL-A, Letter Quality
ON, ESC t CTRL-A Select Alternate Character set, ESC 7, Select Graphic Character set 1.
Remark: For 3.5 inch Diskette Labels.

Note that a 3.5 inch diskette label can accept more lines of text than a 5 1/4 inch diskette
label can hold. Ten lines of text can be inserted between the graphic bars.

Now that I have caught your attention regarding the use of the printer’s graphic characterset,
it is time that we explore the graphic charactersets more closely and see what else can we
extract from it!

Most modern printers using EPSON and IBM emulation will normally have two graphic sets
for each emulation mode. EPSON graphic characterset 1 differs slightly from graphic
characterset 2. Both IBM Graphic charactersets, 1 and 2 respectively, seem to be close to
being identical. Why in this world should we bother using a graphic set anyway?

One use for the Graphic characterset we have already mentioned for printing a diskette
label with two graphic bars across the top and bottom of the label. Actually, we really do
not need to use graphics to produce a good media label, unless we want our diskette labels
to be different from most other labels. Please note that after the first graphic bar was
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printed, text followed; some in double width and in bold print. The point I am trying to make
here is that all the necessary ASCII character codes we use for printing text is nested within a
graphic characterset including the codes for carriage return, top of form, line feed and so on.
However, if you require italics, you would have to switch back to the standard characterset.

We used Graphic characterset 1 to produce a graphic bar. If we change the code from
Graphic characterset 1 to set 2, we will be able to print a whole lot of other characters that
would be nice to print out, such as a one character 1/2 or 1/4, the US cent character, the
Greek character for P1 and more. For those users of the EDITOR following this series
might recall the command line I displayed to produce the £ character (this is displayed in
the Show Status Screen Dump). Graphic characterset 2 has a £ character within it’s table,
ASCII 156. If you open your QL manual to the concepts section where the entire QL
characterset is displayed and with the combination of keypresses required to access code
decimal 156. It is CTRL-SHIFT-, and it will produce a B with a tail. As for the printer, it
will print out the £ character.

If you would like to print out 1/2 character, ASCII 171, the key press combinations are
CTRL-SHIFT-K; to print out 1/4 character, ASCII 172, key press CTRL-SHIFT-L. You will
have to thumb through your printer manual for the graphic tables and try out the keypress
combinations which respond to their ASCII codes. If some of the characters you would like to
use in a file which do not respond to combinations of keypresses as the concepts section of
the QL dictates, do not despair!

On page 125 of The EDITOR manual you will find a SuperBASIC listing of a simple printer
driver, which will allow the user to very easily set up printer translates. Do not confuse
setting up translates for The EDITOR as you have written in the past with Quill. This
procedure is simple and foolproof. Below is a partial listing of the translate portion of the
Simple Printer Driver:

1200 IF changed(CHR$(24), CHR$(219)) : RETurn wk$

1210 REMark CTRL/X to CHR$(219) = Graphic full space bar
1220 IF changed(CHR$(25), CHR$(234)) : RETurn wk$

1230 REMark CTRL/Y to CHR$(234) = OHM character

1240 REMark any other changes are entered here

1250 IF changed(CHR$(26), CHR$(155)) : RETurn wk$

1260 REMark CTRL/Z to CHR$(155) = US Cent Character
1270 IF changed(CHR$(22), CHR$(227)) : RETurn wk$

1280 REMark CTRL/V to CHR$(227) = PI Character

1290 IF changed(CHR$(21), CHR$(241)) : RETurn wk$

1300 REMark CTRL/U to CHR$(241) = +/- Character

1310 IF changed(CHR$(23), CHR$(156)) : RETurn wk$

1320 REMark CTRL/W to CHR$(156) = UK Pound Character

The last translate shown will print out the £ character when the combination of CTRL-W is
pressed at the location in your text for the £ character. Actually, you do not need this
translate, as I have indicated above, the combination of "CTRL_SHIFT-,” will also print out
this character.

Please, do not get carried away by adding CTRL characters within your text. When your text
is completed and spell checked, save it to your media and add an extension such as _txt.
Now you can add any printer CTRL characters to your text file that you wish and when you
have completed this task, save this file with a different extension which will indicate printer
CTRL characters have been added. -
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When adding control characters in your completed file, use a Find string to locate the
character you require to replace - or you can prepare a simple Exchange string that will do
that particular job for you, such as:

JL RP E/£/CTRL-SHIFT-,/

JL justify left so that the line stays rigid, RP repeat this cmd file, E exchange the £
character for the combination of CTRL_SHIFT-,. this short file will change all occurences of
the £ character to the translate.

Also, you should prepare a chart of all translates which reside in the Simple Printer driver
program and those you add directly. This chart could reside in the EDT_HELP file providing
instant access to the codes.

If you cannot find your printer manual for looking up the graphic tables for your printer,
then type in the SuperBASIC listing below and run it. If you have a graphics characterset, it
should print the graphic characters out.

100 OPEN #3, serl :REMark Open Channel #3 and assign serl as output

110 PRINT #3, CHR$(27); CHR$(120); CHR$(1); :REMark Select Letter Quality

120 PRINT #3, CHR$(27); CHR$(116); CHR$(1); :REMark Select Alternate Characterset
130 PRINT #3, CHR$(27); CHR$(54); :REMark Select Graphic Characterset #2;

140 REMark Graphics Set 1 change CHR$(54) for CHR$(55)

150 FOR i = 32 TO 255 :REMark Loop for Graphic Characters 32 through 255

160 REMark If the printer balks at printing the last 10 characters, change 255 to 265, it should
force printing.

170 PRINT #3, CHRS(i); ""; :REMark Print each Graphic Character with one space between
each character

180 NEXT i :REMark End Loop
190 CLOSE #3 : REMark Close Channel #3

Note the REM statement on line 160. My printer will not print out the entire Graphics
character set with CHR$(255), so 1 have had to add 10 to that number which does the job
for me. Also, It seems that my printer doesn’t like too many REM statements for this
application. If the program does not produce any character output, remove the REM
statements! The printer control codes for the 2nd Graphics characterset is ESC 54, whereas
the 1st set is ESC 55. Also note that on line 170 1 have added an empty string which
provides a one space separation between all of the graphic characters. You can delete the
empty string if you do not mind if each character is connected to each other.

A short Note about writing SuperBASIC programs in The EDITOR. Set the right margin
to at least 150 characters as SuperBASIC does not like SuperBASIC lines broken before
hand. Also, when typing in Keywords, make certain that they are typed in correctly. If they
are not, SuperBASIC will will stop the program from running and add the word "MISTAKE’
after the line number.

Before signing off, there are two commands which I use within my text files just prior to
printing out a draft copy of my file, MD, Make Document and PPI, Set document lines.
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PPL - is used to set the number of lines in a document page (the term document is not to be
compared to a _doc file), I enter PPL 66. Then I will enter MD which provides a ’soft’ page
break that will identify the end of each page. The soft page break will not provide a skip
perforation command!

MD - When the MD command is activated, it scans the current text file and convertsitto a
document file. The number of words are tallied and page breaks are computed. The page
length used for computing page breaks is determined by the figure used with the PPL
command.

The file word count can be observed when the SH command is given. The second line in the
Show Status window will display the following:

File type: Doc. PPL 66 Words: 4987

The page break is identified by a full line of ’/-/-’ characters. Page 84 of the EDITOR manual
provides a full page of text detailing this command. The command line will now display the
current page number.

I would like to offer thanks to Charles Dillon for developing the EDITOR. I find my self
marveling at his ability to write such a superb program; and to Fred Vaccia and the Digital
Precision team for their continuous support by providing upgrades for this outstanding
program.

To Bob Dyl, publisher of IQLR, a special thanks for allowing me to ’sound off” about The
EDITOR SE. And last but not least, the readers of IQLR who responded positively to this
series. Itis gratifying to know that someone ’out there’ reads what some of us have written!

From time-to-time I will prepare additional material on the subject of The EDITOR and I
would like to correspond with other users of the EDITOR. If any IQLR Subscriber and
EDITOR user would like any of the series documentation on disk, I would be more than
happy to respond to their request. Just send a formatted 720K disk with return postage to
my address and it will be sent out immediately. Bob Gilder, 69 Jefferson Place, Massapequa,
NY 11758 USA.

QUILL - DESKJET 500

Trafford, Alabama, USA - Bob Madaris

This is a follow up on printing with the DESKJET 500 printer from the last issue of IQLR.
This time we are dealing with printing of QUILL (QLWP) documents. This is accomplished
by using INSTALL_BAS to create a PRINTER dat file for the DESKJET 500 printer. All of
the features of this printer will be available for printing QUILL docs. The following assumes
that all mode switches on the printer are down.

Run the PSION Install bas program, use down arrow key to OTHER, then press F2 to edit
the driver. Edit the driver as follows:
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DRIVER NAME :DJ_QUILL REMark: Name it what you want to.
PORT :serl REMark: or what port you use
BAUD RATE 1 9600

PARITY :NONE

LINES/PAGE 160 REMark: 63 if perforation skip off
CHARACTERS/LINE : 80 REMark: See text

CONTINUOUS FORMS :NO

END OF LINE CODE : CR,LF

PREAMBLE CODE : ESC,E,ESC,(,5,2,Q REMark: Reset & select letter quality
POSTAMBLE CODE : ESC,E REMark: Reset printer

BOLD ON : ESC,(,s,3,B

BOLD OFF : ESC,(;5,0,B

UNDERLINE ON : ESC,&.,d,D

UNDERLINE OFF :ESC&.d,@

SUBSCRIPT ON : ESC,(,s,-,U

SUBSCRIPT OFF : ESC,(,s,0,U

SUPERSCRIPT ON L ESC(s,+.U

SUPERSCRIPT OFF : ESC,(;s,0,U

TRANSLATEI : £,ESC,(,1,E, # ESC,(,00N REMark: Prints the British Pound
TRANSLATE2 : O,ESC

Notes on the above: Attention must be given to upper case and lower case letters as they
appear above. It is easy to confuse some letters and numbers as printed by some printers. It is
important to get them right in the print driver. This is an upper case O . This is the the number
0. This is an upper case letter 1. This is the number 1. The first character in TRANSLATE?2 is
CTRL SHIFT E. More on this later.

Install the print driver by following the prompts on INSTALL bas screen. We can now use it
to print from Quill (QLwp). [ Xchange users follow your procedure to produce Xchange dat

Using this print driver we can now use Quill’s features such as: B(old), U(nderline),
H(ighscript), L(owscript) to print to the DESKJET 500. Note: The Subscript and Superscript
commands were not in my DESKJET owners manual. They were in the Tech Reference
Guide sold separately.

TRANSLATE?2: As the Psion printer drivers do not permit control code 27 (ESC ) to be
imbedded in the Quill document and passed to the printer, we have set up TRANSLATE2.
We can imbed O (CTRL SHIFT E) in our document so the ESCape sequence can be sent to
the printer. [ if you use CTRL SHIFT E for other purposes, change to suit when you edit the
driver]. Use F3, D(esign) Command in Quill to set the lines per page and the characters
per line to the above settings of the print driver.

By setting the continuous forms to no in the print driver causes Quill to prompt "NEW
SHEET OF PAPER AND PRESS ENTER" after each page is printed. If wanted you can put
this sheet back in the printer (printed side up) and print the other side. This saves a lot of
paper . Sure it slows you down, but this is a trade off for you to make. 1 have a 72 page
document waiting to be printed. I like to print the info docs that come with most software on
both sides and put it in booklet form. It makes easier reading.

We can use TRANSLATE?2 to send any of this printer’s command set to it. We just type O for
ESC and then the rest of the printer command. Some examples:
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O(sOp5h12v0s3b3T would cause the printer to print the characters of text that followed it in
the document to be printed with 5 Pitch 12 Point Bold characters. This is nice when you want
a reference, etc. in larger characters. As Quill is not a wysiwyg processor you will not see this
on the QL screen. O(1E would select the United Kingdom (ISO 4) Character set .

You could imbed commands to use the proportional fonts or even landscape (sideways)
printing. The lines per page and characters per line would have to be adjusted in the print
driver and also Design in Quill. Some experimenting with the printed page has to be done
when using condensed, double wide, or proportional fonts in the Quill documents. We Quill
users are used to this. [Yes, I have Text87plus4, but I still use Quill as much as it. This
document was written withText87plus4|.

As shown in the examples there is no limit, of the features of this printer, that you can send by
using O followed by the printer command you want. Look them up in the owners manual or
Tech Reference Guide and imbed them in your document.

If you have any questions on the above article, please send a SASE. I would be glad to help. I
am also available by phone from 6 to 10 PM CDT weekdays. 205-681-5751 - Robert C.
Madaris - 41 Doty Drive, Trafford, AL 35172 USA.

‘The desktop program for all
C ues h € l l QDGOS compatible systems

Cueshell is a graphically oriented desktop program, that is the program options are presented on the screen and the user
has only to point at the option, normally with the mouse, to initiate the desired operation.
In practise this for instance means that to copy a file, the file is marked and then the target is simply pointed to. The
destination (or a part of it) must simply be visible.
Cueshell is based on the Pointer Environment, a system extension which implements mouse pointer, menu structures
and Hotkeys. The Pointer Environment comes with Cueshell.
Cueshell is intended to offer easy access to all everyday tasks on the computer. Cueshell is very fast, as itis completely
written in Assembler, and runs on every extended QL.

Cueshell is the first choice desktop program for all systems with built in level 2 device drivers:
« flp level2 « Gold Card - QXL - Atari emulators including QVME -
Being a graphically controlled program, Cueshell offers features not available to QDOS until now:
+ Dynamic catalogue window control « Up to 16 catalogue windows can be open «
- Object oriented file management, e.g. copying complete directory trees * Easy file rename (just type new name) «

+ The form (position, size and sort order) of a catalogue window, can be saved and restored for any directory separately «
« Additional file attribute control, write protect and invisible « User friendly configuration from within the program «

» Very comfortable view window with option to make _doc files easily readable and scrolling files forward and backward -

Cueshell costs DM 100.00 ( £ 40.00 ) and is available from Dilwyn Jones Computing,
Jochen Merz Software or directly from us (eurocheques only)

Albin Hessler Software ¢ Im Zeilfeld 25 » D-72631 Aichtal *» Tel+Fax 07127-56280
15




ANG

If you are using a QL in any shape or
form or with any accessory (including
the new Super Gold Card, QXL, Gold
Card, Trump Card, ST/QL, Thor, PC

CONQUEROR, Minerva, TURBO, and
even the humble  unexpanded
microdrive-only QL), you really should
be using LIGHTNING SPECIAL

EDITION. If not, you are very severely
and unnecessarily (the program is
cheap) slugging your  system's
performance. The superb LIGHTNING
SPECIAL EDITION is capable of both
automatically and very significantly
accelerating almost every aspect of QL
operation - whatever it is you use the
QL for. "More than 10x is achievable
and 2x-4x is typical" (quoted from
page 24 of review in April '90 QL
World). The speedup ratio is virtually
independent of the system. However
fast or slow is your QL hardware,
LIGHTNING SPECIAL EDITION will
accelerate it much further. All recent
versions of our software are carefully
optimised for 16/32-bit processors,
without compromising 8-bit working.
The program has not got any adverse
side effects at all, and it fixes certain
malevolent (i.e. lock-up or corruption
inducing) anomalies. Installing it is a
fast, once-only operation that takes
two or three minutes and which
assumes & requires absolutely no
knowledge of programming or of
anything even remotely technical about
the QL: you are simply asked whether
you wish to speed up text, maths and
graphics individually, or everything.
Unless you have a very good reason,
opt for everything! Then LIGHTNING
SPECIAL EDITION copies itself onto
your boot-up disks, instantly modifying
their BOOT files. Now every time you
start up, full throughput acceleration is
automatically invoked and everything
goes much smoother and faster. In
case you think that this is too good to
be true, we quote verbatim the
concluding para of the Sinclair QL
World review: "I could not fault
Lightning  Special  Edition  on
anything. It is a clear winner and a
best buy at £49.95". The program
includes a bundle of accessories (e.g.
change screen attributes including
character sizes, colours and fonts in
other programs - even in Quill, smooth
scrolling and much more) and tweaks
(vary maths and/or graphics precision,
a null device, a drain and much more).
Stop reading the manual where we tell
you to - at around page four - if simple
use is all that you want. The program
also includes 84 excellent small fonts
for use with- PERFECTION SPECIAL

EDITION, PROFESSIONAL PUBLISHER
and other programs - a real bonus!
LIGHTNING SPECIAL EDITION includes
both a ROM (for plugging in at the
back of your QL - no screwdriver
needed) and a disk (or cartridge, if that
is what you specified). As some QL
hardware (QXL; either Gold Card for
speed reasons) is not ROM-efficient, or
you might have something already
plugged in (ICE, TK2 if not already on
your disk interface), you should opt for
the version of the program minus the
ROM for just £39.95: this is the GOLD
CARD VERSION. If you have two QLs,
say one of them a QXL / (Super) Gold
Card and one "ordinary", you should
go for the full LIGHTNING SPECIAL
EDITION, as you can use the ROM on
the second machine. Extra ROMs cost
£10 if ordered at the same time as the
program, else £15.

Q1) What programs benefit from
LIGHTNING SPECIAL EDITION (LNGSE),
and how much? A1) All programs,
including PC emulators, benefit.
perhaps our PERFECTION SPECIAL
EDITION benefits most. Interestingly,
the more competently an application is
implemented, the greater its expected
acceleration from LNGSE.... This is
because all good programs contain
very fast-working code: their only
bottleneck is the QL ROM, in which
they may end up spending a
proportionately large amount of time.
LNGSE cures the congestion. Q2) Why
didn't DP build LNGSE into all its
programs? A2) It would be very
inefficient to do it that way: because of
multitasking, you'd pay for the
RAM-space over and over again, let
alone all the wasted disk space. Also,
LNGSE benefits all programs, not just
our ones. Q3) Does the QL "know" it is
running LNGSE? A3) No, and there is
no operating overhead either. And the
QL isn't "running” LNGSE in any sense
of the word. In its first and only tenth
of a second of life, LNGSE pages out,
using a door deliberately left open by
the QL's forward-thinking designer,
large chunks of QDOS (AH, JM, JS, MC
and all Minerva operating system
variants) and replaces them with our
fine-tuned supercode. The door was
carefully designed so that even the
most errant programmer would not
abuse it. After that, the QL has no way
of knowing it has been "taken over”.
Q4) I'm concerned about compatibility,
While I've heard only good reports
about LNGSE, I've read about other
products being involved in conflicts
with application programs. A4) Firstly,
LNGSE is not a replacement for the

ALTNN

whole of the ROM, only for some parts.
We have, therefore, not had to make
ad hoc changes to any of the many
good bits, in order to avoid copyright
problems. As explained in 3), we are in
fact using a route specifically designed
into the QL to enable ROM code to be
efficiently patched. Secondly, we are
very pragmatic about "improvements”
and bug-fixes: one man's bug is
another man's feature. Of course the
original ROMs had faults - but most of
these are benign and well-known (DP
can supply an official bug-list to
customers). To fix most such bugs
would be unwise, as a lot of existing
software probably either takes some
advantage of, or side-steps, them. If
you fix the bugs, some of this software
is liable to fail, perhaps in subtle ways
(all the more dangerous). It is quite
unproductive apportioning blame in
such cases - it is irrelevant whose fault

it is: if the end-user gets software
problems, it is-simply VERY BAD NEWS
for everyone. LNGSE avoids these
pitfalls by accurately emulating all
harmless QL anomalies (much harder
than fixing them - we have to foresee
all outcomes of the oddities). To give
but one example, the QL's line-drawing
routine often draws lines the wrong
length (>1 pixel out). LNGSE could
easily fix this (in fact, LNGSE provides a
software switch to opt for correcting)
but we default to emulating this
anomalous behaviour. If we did not,
many grid-drawing programs would
end up producing odd-looking results,
as their authors have understandably
had to set line lengths "wrong" in order
to get the right length on-screen.
Consequently, LNGSE is - yes - fully
compatible with everything. Q5) Is
LNGSE a compiler? AS) No - TURBO is.
Naturally, LNGSE greatly improves the
performance of compiled programs,
and by a better than multiplicative
ratio (the reason for this mathematical
effect is given at the back of the LNGSE
manual). As most commercial software
is compiled, you are the beneficiary!
Q6) Why is LNGSE so cheap? A6) The
truth is, we know that once you have
experienced LIGHTNING SPECIAL
EDITION, you won't abandon your QL.
As THE QL software publisher, that is
rather good news for us. Q7) One
more reason for buying LNGSE? A7)
Look at our SPECIAL DEALS, and think.
SPECIAL DEALS can allow you to get
additional programs for free, even to
get us pay you to buy them! Hint:
Combine cheap and dearer programs.

BUY LIGHTNING SPECIAL EDITION NOW!



DIGITAL PRECISION PRICES £

3.D PRECISION CAD SYSTEM 49.95d
ADVENTURE CREATION TOOL SPECIAL EDITION 49.95r
ARCADIA GAME 9.95s
ARCHIVE DEVELOPMENT SYS + RUN-TIME MODULE 29.95a
ARCHIVE TUTORIAL 19.95a
BETTER BASIC EXPERT SYSTEM 24.95a
BLOCKLANDS GAME 9.95s
CASH TRADER v3.3 + ANALYSER 99.95 ¢

COMPARE FILE UTILITY 19.95a

COPY UTILITY FOR BACKING UP . 995a
CPORT RASIC TO C AUTO-TRANSLATOR WITH C68 COMPILER 99.95 ¢
CPORT BASIC TO C AUTO-TRANSLATOR 8995¢
DATABASE ANALYSER FOR ARCHIVE 19.95a
DAT-APPOINT APPOINTMENT DATABASE SYSTEM 19.95d

ggﬂg&:&:ﬂg&’;ﬁ%{f%ﬁ%‘:‘"ws"“ ;3g:z This amazing product Is the way forward for the QL. Like Gold Card before It, the
DESKTOP PUBLISHER 24.95d brand-new Super Gold Card Is a plug-in disk Interface and RAM expansion that
DIGITAL C COMPILER 29.95a works on all QL versions. Incredibly, It Is over three times speedier than Gold Card,
DIGITAL C SPECIAL EDITION 49.95a with over twice the RAM and with many enhancements. It compl LIGHTNING
DISKTOOL WITH QUICKDISK 19.95 b SPECIAL EDITION like nothing else, squeezes the best out of TURBO (which was
DROIDZONE GAME 9.95 a designed with 32-bit CPUs In mind) and really accelerates PC CONQUEROR. Super
DR-DOS v7 STATE OF THE ART PC OPERATING SYSTEM 89.95 r Gold Card Is actually as fast, or slightly faster, than the much vaunted QXL: also, It Is
ggg: SPECIAL EDITION ;g:g: f 100% QL-compatible now, and no PC is needed. The table below really says it all:
EYE-Q GRAPHICS SYSTEM 39.95a System - Bare TRUMP GOLD SUPER
FONT ENLARGER 19.95 ¢
2;:13 czgn:‘rmmuu (ALL FIVE GAMES) ff’g; A Fleatures : QL CARD | CARD GOLB 5CAI!KD
1% 24-PIN UNIVERSAL PRINTER DRIVER .95 r Relative Spee 1x 1.8x 7x X
HARDI 49,95 e
e WAL oL Motorola CPU 68008 68008 68000 M68020
&’éﬁ%‘hﬁ%’&?& ;3-:2 d Clock Frequency 7.5MHz 7.5MHz 16MHz 24MHz
I TOR 95 3 Bus width 8 bit 8 bit 16 bit 32 bit
LIGHTNING SPECIAL EDITION ACCELERATOR 49.95 h
LIGHTNING GOLD SPECIAL EDITION 39.95a RAM fitted 128Kb  896Kb 1,920Kb 3,968Kb
MAILMERGE DATABASE SYSTEM 19.95 a RAM access speed Slow OK Fast Twice as fast
s oL ke s PCB population V.high  High V.low V.low
:Fcc:oc'a:grﬂamn 53323 Ehyis(Icai Fllmensinns Mgno:::h OFuli-f?lze ; Hslf-slze H;:f-s!ze
g ock-up frequency uc ccasiona .rare on't
NAMES AND ADDRESSES SYSTEM 19.95 d
PAYROLL SYSTEM s 49.95 ¢ Battery Backup Clock No No Yes Yes
e gg:gﬂgon ggw greciaL EDITION WITH DR-DOS v7 1;33: 9 Clock Protection level N/A N/A Modest High
OR GOLD SPECIAL EDITION 959
% Condsmonum orcon B8 TookeWchmal . 4o Yesaywa (5 Eamed
PC CONQUEROR 59.95 r -
PEDIT PRINTER DRIVER FOR XCHANGE 19.95a Parallel/Centronics port No No No Yes
PERFECTION PLUS SPECIAL EDITION WITH SPELLCHECKER 139.95 ¢ Py e R N Yes Ye Y
PERFECTION PLUS WITH SPELLCHECKER 99.95 P /5cr p/ s s es
:::Egrr:g: SPEE:L Egglon WORD P:%c:sson v ?9.95 c Speedup switch (Screen#2) NO No No Yes
SPECIAL EDITION DEMO VERSION + SAMPLE DATA  19.95 ¢ & i
R ST I OhD SROCESSOR VE s90sd Ft_nuré: hi-res graphics No No No Planned
PERFECT POINTER TOOLS 29.95a Disk drives supported N/A SD/OD  SD/DDfHD/ED SD/DD/HD/ED
rug:gg:g:m kSTROL%ER WITH ASTRONOMER 29.95 a Max no: of disk drives 0 2 4
PR AL ASTROLOGER 9.95a :
PROFESSIONAL ASTRONOMER - Max sectors/disk N/A 1,440 6,400 6,400
PROFESSIONAL PUBLISHER TOOLBOXES (BOTH PARTS) 49.95 1 Max disk transfer rate N/A  30Kb/sec 120Kb/sec >120Kb/sec
e as!  fupheloduewetc Mo Mo OF
PROFESSIONAL PUBLISHER 89.95 ¢ SCSI-2 compatibility to-be No ? No Yes
g:(II_ECKKF%RN?r |;am \E;Ts:rfq" ;33: a era}cle/DP Warrantr No No 2 years 2 years
i=a b DIY/Kit incorporability Yes No No Yes
QMATHS MATHEMATICAL SYSTEM PART ONE 69.95 ¢
QMATHS """HE"‘-{'g" SYSTEM p:g;ero 59.95 ¢ Overall Rating bv DP 2% 10% 30% 110%
MATHEM, L SY RT 99,
O SACHINE CODE MONITOR | P g And to the Very Best news: from DP, SUPER GOLD comes SUPER CHEAP!
QUICKLASER PUBLISHER DRIVER FOR LASERJET/DESKJET PRINTERS 19.95 ¢ Jdimi o,
REVERS| GAME 195 s plu mystery rogram,
o w: Dt o7 et plus a FREE Dust Cover, will cost you a mere £375p Ve
SOLUTION PC EMULATOR 29.95 ¢ Less £125 if part-exchanging your standard 2Mb Gold Card
SPELLCHECKER WITH DICTIONARIES 49.95d p
SUCCESS CP/M EMULATOR 49.95 b Add £125 for ED 6400-sector Disk Drive (PSU, cased, cables).
PERBASIC MONITOR 24.95
SUPERFORTH COMPILER WITH REVERS! A OTHER HARDWARE EXCHANGED AND SOLD BY ARRANGEMENT. PLEASE
gg?:: ﬁ'é:ghc:‘czg CAME 2;.3:; ORDER NOW: WE EXPECT VERY HIGH DEMAND FOR SUPER GOLD CARDS,
P NON 933 AND WE DON'T WISH TO DISAPPOINT. INTERNATIONAL RAM PRICES ARE
SUPER SPRITE SO ERATOR s UNSTABLE AND PRICE HIKES MAY BE INEVITABLE. CONSEQUENTLY, THE
TOOLKIT 1l WITH ROM 49.95
TOOLKIT N 29.95a ABOVE COMBINATION OFFER COULD BE WITHDRAWN WITHOUT NOTICE...
TRANSFER UTILITY SPECIAL EDITION 2995b The software discount must be taken at the same time as the main order, and CAN be
XREF SUPERBASIC PROGRAM ANALYSER 29.95a combined with the SPECIAL DEALS discounts. For example, if you chose six DP programs of
TRANSFER UTILITY 995 b total list price £100, you would only have to pay £100 -40% -20% = £48 for them! And, of
EE?:AOP:‘:'[IFS%(;"MER o;’g%um’ :’:g!’; a course, you would also get the two gifts absolutely free, and a 4Mb SUPER COLD CARD too!
| EEN DUM uTY 93 a s " ;o P drown
XREF SUPERBASIC PROGRAM AN'M‘YSE’} 29.95a :tu;“:r:n:‘h of any bank :;u:i‘d‘t::'s:z;ﬂm p::l’:f"&i'l!. cash, ru'u:ljzthqm or direct fumds m‘:o our u:
Kex Shbie she ::ps':l"f:‘?aﬂ:‘ m :‘mﬁ i assoiseyy-4 2:_“ ;I:'ﬁ:;;‘,‘ account #60327808 at Barclays Bank pic, South Chingford Branch (sort code 20-53-00), NE London Businass Cantre,
e e w0 A o N I e oy ey B s 0k e a8 40
AND NOW - BEST-EVER SPECIAL DEALS... T e o oo bt -y O programs nd
5% off 2 e O e B, e e 1 Lt
Precision Ltd, Company No. 1 833989, reglstered In Englend & Wales. * Orders uting your own paper are also wakcomel

0 B B B BB B B P B I $C PC PC P PC BC I P< P SC P I P I
/0% off 3 programs post to: D/GITAL PRECISION, 222 The Avenue, London E4 SSE, UK

or phone on 081-527 5493 from UK, +44 81-527 5493 rest of the world

20% off 4 progrians ko
A% off & oGy —

on mdvi "disi/3. 25" disk* (no: of scctor on disk-formal = MW7 I/ 440 TINGA00* I 3.257/120, specify HVE0® track) *=delete me mevcled
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Independent QL Users Group

Worldwide Membership is by subscription
only, and offers the following benefits:
Monthly Newsletter - up to 40 pages
Massive Software Library - All Free !
Free Helpline and Workshops
Regional Sub-Groups. One near you?
Advice on Software and Hardware problems
Subscription just £14 for UK members
Overseas subscription £17

Barclaycard: Visa: Access: Mastercard
* Now in our ELEVENTH successful year *

Further details from the Membership Secretary

Bill Newell e
213 Manor Road oy
Benfleet -
Essex
SS7 4JD

Tel. (0268) 754407




MSDOS LOTUS <--> QL ABACUS

SPREADSHEET DATA TRANSFER _
Pylesville, Maryland, USA - Thomas Robbins !

xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
..............
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Transfer of MSDOS /Lotus data to QDOS/Abacus files is a

multi step procedure. It involves going through the MSDOS FILE TRANSFERS
DBase (or similiar) database program. The requirements are:

PC with Lotus software and DBase software; various shareware
programs may be substituted for these expensive programs - A
program callled ASEASY may be used instead of Lotus and a
program called WAMPUM may be used in lieu of DBase.

QL with Abacus/XCHANGE - To transfer the files, you must follow the QL/PSion "rules"
concerning file structure. These are found in the "Information" section of the QL manual
Briefly restated, these file specifications are:

a. The first line contains the field names, in quotation marks, followed by the records, each
on a new line.

b. Each field is delimited by a comma.

The Screen dump below is from a data set in LOTUS on a PC.
A4: [W1Q] "Creatinine READY

& B C D E F G
Test ER IN ouT QC
Glucose 1200 2457 1255 278
BUN 894 1934 955 321
Creatinine 933 2136 1232 297

20
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Unfortunately, there is no direct way to translate a Lotus file to a comma delimited file.
Lotus comes with a translate utility, but while this utility includes translates to a number of

formats, comma delimited is not one of them. Instead, we have to use the Lotus translate
utility to go to DBase format.

The translate utility will ask whether you want to translate the whole spreadsheet or a range.
The rnage to be translated must have a field name at the start of each column, and be
followed immediately by data. Export to a DBase file.
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MS DOS LOTUS <--> QL ABACUS - (CONT’D)

Once you have done this, load Dbase (or other database that supports both DBase file format
and comma delimited format). In DBase, open the translated file. use the copy command as
follows to create a comma delimited file:

copy to a:myfile.exp delim
You now have a file that can, if put on a QL disk, be imported into ABACUS. The file looks

like this:
"Glucose",1200.00,2457.00,1055.00,278.00
"BUN",894.00,1934.00,955.00,321.00
"Creatinine”,933.00,2136.00,1032.00,297.00

Crank up the QL and use one of the several MSDOS to QDOS file conversion utilities
available - eg DISCOVER (available from Dilwyn Jones), XOVER( available from Digital
Precision), QLIBM (available from the QUANTA Library) etc. After the file has been
copied to a QL disk, switch to ABACUS.

From Abacus, use F3 F(iles) I(mport) and enter the file name of the transfered file. Abacus
will respond with a prompt to import by Rows. Do not accept the prompt - press °cC’ to
indicate that you wish to import by column.

The following will appear on the abacus screen:

| A | B | € | D | E
1
2 Glucose 1200 2457 1055 278
3 BUN 894 1934 955 321
4 Creatinine 933 2136 1032 297
5

Notice that you have "lost" the first line of the Lotus data - this was used by DBase as the field
names when the DBase file was created and you will have to re-enter them into Abacus.

In theory, transfer between Abacus and Lotus should be much simpler. The QL Xchange
suite now available has an abacus facility to transfer fills to a "DIF" - data interchange format
- file and Lotus’s translate has an option to transfer to and from this format. Unfortunately,
this does not seem to work properly. As time permits, I will be looking at the differences in
file structure between these two and hope to find an easy way to do the transfer without
having to use DBase.

Working with Linedesign Images Tip

Cranston, Rhode Istand, USA - A. Parker Lewis II1
When using Linedesign with images that have been converted from a bit mapped image to a
vector image with BITM2LDP program included with Linedesign, include the image on a

page, especially if the image is small to begin with, you can end up with a large blank space
around the image.

This can cause a problem when you combine the image with elements you have created in

20













































































































































