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The QL has been making its rounds of the
m}ﬂor computer shows in recent months
and a flock of third-party peripherals and
software have followed it around.

The first of the shows was the famous ZX
Microfair, which manifested its 16th incar-
nation at the Royal Horticultural Hall in
London in June. On display were a number
of 3.5 inch and 5.25 inch disk drive systems,
modems, languages and (%ames for the QL.

Probably the biggest draw at the exhibi-
tion was the volume of new software for the
QL. On show were not only new arcade and
adventure-style games but also business
programs, utilities and programming lan-
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guages. The growth of development in the
latter category has been truly astounding,
with almost every major micro-based pro-
ming language now available for the
L, including Pascal, C, Forth, BCPL,
LISP and several monitors and assemblers.
The QL is next set to trip the light fantas-
tic at the Personal Computer World Show
in early September, an event which may
have taken place by the time you read this.
If, however, you are sharp-eyed enough to
read QLUB News when it is hot off the
press, you probably still have a day or two
to plan to attend the show at Olympia, Lon-
don from September 4-8.
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Building with the QL

You and your QL are probably well-used to
one another by now. It with its two Micro-
drives, expansion ports, keyboard — and
you with your well-calloused keyboard fin-
gers.

You may well feel the need to inject more
excitement into your relationship with the
machine, perhaps to dress it up a little,
make it feel more powerful and give it more
responsibility. To do so, you will have to
give the QL the tools it will need to under-
take that extra responsibility.

Those tools may include a new printer,
disk drive system, modem or perhaps sim-
ply a monitor. They should be considered as
part of some overall plan for your QL sys-
tem. Given the proper kind of help, the QL
could be anything from a dedicated profes-
sional wordprocessor to a lawyer's database
management system of case precedents. It
all depends on how you plan and develop
your system,

Unlike any other type of household ap-
liance, no single application can be said to
Ee the QL/s primary function. It is what you
make of it. If, for example, you are planning
to do a great deal of writing and wish to use
the QL primarily as a word processo%air]ou
might look to buy a correspondence-quality
printer and a monochrome monitor.

If, on the other hand, your primary d;;ur—
seisto develgf and maintain a ta-

ase, you should probably consider disk
drives and a dot-matrix printer. Only you
can decide what you need to obtain the most
from your QL. If you do so with specific
tasks m mind, you are much more likely to
be successful.

A list of third-party peripherals for the
QL is available bﬁ writing to Sinclair Re-
search, Stanhope Road, Camberley, Surrey

GU15 3DL. It is not a list of recommended
products but merely a collection of names,
addresses and specifications provided as a

service, Sinclair Research cannot be held
responsible for any peripherals purchased
from third-party suppliers, nor can the kst
be said to be comprehensive. i

WELCOME TO
THE QLUB

This is the first newsletter that you, as a new |.
QLUB member, will receive over the next twelve |
months. Psion will only support members who sup-
ply valid membership numbers. This number is gi- |
ven on the address label attached to the front of this
newsletter,

Psion Software Support Limited supply a |
comprehensive support service on QL Abacus, Ar-
chive, Easel & Quill, Qdos, Super-Basic and any
related peripherals - eg. Printers or memory expan- §
sion boards. Psion may be contacted by writing to: | =

Psion Software Support
Psion House

Harcourt St.
London W1H 1DT

Q LETTERS

QL expansion
examined

Recently I bought a QL with a Microvitee
Cub colour monitor. When I have come to
ips with the QL software, I would like to
uy & modem and a printer for it. I have the
following questions; can you please give me
some advice?
1. Can a modem and a printer be connected
at the same time, or will I have to re-cable?
2. Is it possible to buy these items with
cables and software included or do I have to
become a technician and programmer to
make them work?
3. [ want a modem with 1200/75 and 300/300
baud and a printer with NLQ, the printer
costing no more than £400. Can you reconi-
. mend any please?

Alex van Tricht
Ashford Hill, Berkshire

Editor's reply: Yes, a modem and printer
can be used af the same time, provided that
the printer in plugged in through serial port
1 and the modem through serial port 2; or
vice versa. Fortunately, most of the compa-
nies which have developed modem systems
for the QL, including the Tandata Q-
CONNECT system, count on you using
serial port 1 for a printer and configure
their modems to operate through serial port
g

As for printers, modems and cabling,
Sinclair is hoping soon to announce a prin-
ter for the QL which will move than meet the
requirements you list and would include
the appropriate cabling. The Q-CONNECT
communications system also includes all
the cabling necessary to Cplugdn»and—ga. Al-
though the Q-CONNECT system does not
at present include the 300/300 baud specifi-
cation, Tandata can assist you in obtaining
it with its TM512 modem.

News from the
bored ROM

While browsing through the QL ROM in a
fit of boredom, I discovered a ‘WHEN
....END WHEN’ construct which is ob-
viously intended for error-handling. When I
tried this, however, I got the ‘Not Imple-
mented’ error message. Does this mean
that a new ROM is to be made available? Is
there any other way of implementing error-
trapping on the QL?

Nigel Freeman,
Coventry Polytechnic.

Editor's veply: It is Sinclair Research poli-
cy to look continually for ways to improve
and update all products including the L,
but we are not intending to release o new
ROM version. Occasionally, new keywords

are infroduced for {rmdm!ion purposes and
should not be used in programs unless do-
cumented. At present there are no alterna-
tive ways of error-trapping.
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The QL and its
Kiwi fans

U.K. owners of the QL interested in corres- |
pondence with New Zealand QL owners can
now do so through the New Zealand QL
Users' Club. The address is:
NZ QL Users’ Club i
28 Stokes Road
Epsom, Auckland

New Zealand

Editor's reply: Nobody can say QL ouwners
are not cosmopolitan. We welcome this in-
vitation from Pete Avery in New Zealand
but remind readers that QLUB News and
QLUB membership are available to UK.
users only — although we appreciate that
good news sometimes travels round the
world. If you live outside the U K. and wish
to enguire about QL QLUBs in your coun-
try, contact your national Sinclair distri-
bution agency or the Sinclair Research
U.K. Ezport Department at 25 Willis
Road, Cambridge CB1 2AQ), England for
your distributor’s address. :
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SOFTWARE UPD?

Get ready to buy more shelves for your software. Ours are
already sagging with the weight of new releases in the games,
utilities and business software departments. To give you a
chance for a detailed examination of the new releases, look at

the reviews below.

In this issue, we profile both QL Entrepre-
neur and QL Meteor Storm. You will also

see 3 list of some of the better entertain-

ment software in a box on the page oppo-
site, We start by looking at the most serious
of those two new releases, QL Entrepre-
neur. .

In an age when unemployment is rising
and the economy seems buﬁ’}eqtgd by good or

ill winds which blow from across the Atlan-
tic, it is not surprising that many lpeopie
have turned to entrepreneurial
employment as the answer to their fimancial
troubles. !

The problem, however, is that too many
ple go into business ventures without
oing much, if any, forward planning and
find themselves either bankrupt or hope-
lessly overdrawn before the end of their

first year. QL Entrepreneur is directed at

eliminating that kind of misfortune.

The authors, Tri tych Pui;hahmg — profi-
Ié&ggpagesixu?‘tﬁis;issge—deﬁnex
.95 program as “a complete learning
applications course designed to help you

h the complex process of de 1
the viability of a new business m

The program works on two levels, either as

a teaching aid for those uninitiated in busi-
' nesEs practice and/or an analytical business
self-  tool. 5 el

To obtain the most from the program and
have a successful business, you would be
well-advised to run through the teaching
portion of the program first, as it reviews
many basic accounting and book-keeping
eonee?ts' which are easily muddled if they
have fallen into disuse.

-gaessage across will come on yet another
Ayt ' ' e

_ Once the basic business éoneepts--ﬁ#ve betm (
- covered, the program explores using num-

 cash, how to handle VAT and co tax,

- ﬁg% stoeiﬁstSorIyou may order direct

 Afterall that high finance, you may well

The b%ito und information is clearl
written and helpful. Here is a sample frmi -
the second chapter: -

“For most people, the ideas for their new
venture will come together in bits and
pieces. The idea for a product might come
one day, its ing another, and the
marketing angle you feel will really get the

bers to develop a business plan, how to run
a balance sheet, when you are really making
a profit, the importance of having sufficient

and how to develop a balance di ysheet.,
The E;:rogram is for anyone interested in
how business works and is essential for any
p tive entrepreneur, so much so that
the ELUB editor has just run off with it to
onder the mounting numbers of zeros on
bank balance. The program is available =~
clair by completing the formonthe
baakpagecf_t_lﬁsissue«ﬁng .

be in the mood to blast a few on-screen
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Everyone knows that QL users are a
little more serious and responsible than the
mainstream of micro users — don’t we? — but
that does not mean we cannot appreciate a

| good game when we see one. Among the

better games software titles available for
the QL are:

® QL Meteor Storm: The new zap-em
arcade game profiled in the article opposite
should make a welcome addition to any
game-player’s arsenal.

@ QL Reversi: A £12.95 strategy game
based on the classic board game, (also

| known as Othello), which offers joystick or

keyboard control and features several skill
levels. The program will be available in the
near future direct from Sinclair and many
QL stockists.

@ QL Cavern: The £12.95 arcade game
| which became a QL favourite within weeks
of its release and is still the best of its type.

@ QL Chess: A championship-level im-
plementation of computer chess featuring
stunning three-dimensional graphics, a host
of commands and a variety of skill levels.
This £19.95 winner of the World Microcom-

The game’s the thing

puter Chess Championship has received
rave reviews.

@ Match Point: A £14.95 tennis simula-
tion from Psion, the authors of QL Chess
and the bundled QL applications software.
Match Point includes fast action graphics, |
full player control, joystick or keyboard |
control, -user-definable keys, single and |
twin player options and uses official lawn
tennis scoring and rules. Please contact
Psion Ltd, Psion House, Harcourt St,
London W1H 1DT with enquiries or orders,

® COMING SOON TO A QL NEAR
YOU: An amazing text adventure. It will
sell for £19.95 and feature you as the star of
a fantastic story in which the characters all
have independent ideas about how to be-
have and attempt to induce you to perform
tasks for them. It offers a flexible command
language and employs the concept of contai-
ners — objects having weight, things being
inside things, things being tied to other
things. The game features an extensive vo-
cabulary and will be a real challenge for
adventurers. The program will be available
in the near future.







